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RuLEes for the Diſcovery of falſe PRoPHETS : Or the Danger- 
ous Impoſitions of the People called Methodiſts detected 
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Moſt REVEREND FaTatr in GOD, 


THOMAS 


By Divine Ptovidence, 
LORD ARCHBISHOP 
. 
CANTERBURY, 
PRIMATE, and METROPOLITAN of all 


ENGL'AN» Se. Sc. 


My Lox Dp, / 
I HOU LD not have Preſumed to have troubled Your 


GRACE with this Dedication, but that I think there 
are ſome Occaſions, when the Intereſt of the common 
Cauſe, and the mutual Relation which the Supporters, and 


Defenders of that Cauſe bear to each other, may require 


more of Intercourſe, and Communication between Super tors 
and [nferiors, than may be neceſſary in peaceavle Times, 
and the ordinary Courſe of Things. 

Your GRACE is by your Station, as well as your A 
fefion, to be eſteemed the preſent FATHER of the Church 
of Euglaud And therefore, conſidering both your Autbo- 
rity and good Diſpoſition towards us, it is no Wonder, that 
your Clergy ſhould apply, a+ they ſee a Neceſſity, for ſuch 
Indulgences, as may forward their hne Endeavours, and 
which, I dare ſay, Your GrAce will never with-ho!d, 
I mean your Concurrence, C:unſel, and Protection. 

As there ſeems to be this Privilege allowed Your Clergu, 


I thought there was an ab/o/ute Neceſſity at Preſent to uſe 


It; and pathetically to lay before Your GRACE, the Con- 
duct and Diſpoſition of an Enemy, which through the Neg- 
ligence of ſome Perſons, who ſhould have been more up- 
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i... DEDICATION. 
on their Guard, have by ſecret Advances, ſo far Holen upon 
the commons People, as to ſeduce many of all Denominations 
from their proper Paſtors, and aided by this mixed Multitude 
to threaten the CHURCH of ENGLAND, the Bulwark of 
the Prote/ian Cauſe, with a general Alteration, or total 
Subverſion. | 

To ſuch a Pitch of Tn/o/ence are they arrived, that YouR 
Clergy are often interrupted by theſe Enthuſiaſts as they pals 
the Streets, and told fo their Faces by the loweſt and moſt 
ignorant Wretches, that they know nothing of the rue 

oSPEL ; and what ſtill ſhews a greater Contempt of our 
Eftabliſhment, we are the more ſubject to thefe Indignities 
and Diſturbances, when we appear in that Dreſs, which the 
Laws and Cu/toms of th's Countty aſfign us, to diſtinguiſh 
us as Servants of the State, in the now ſad Capacity of Mi- 
niſters of the falling CHUrRcH of ENGLAND. | 
The Pugar in the capital Cities, and the Body of Arti- 
zans in the molt populous trading Towns are moſtly in the 
Hands of theſe People: And their Purſes being likewiſe at 
their Command, they want no Advantages, that Money can 
give them, for printing and diftributing GRATIS, their ly- 
ing, blaſphemous, and deluſive Pamphlets, to the remoteſt 
Corners of the Land; while many of the /aboricus heneft 
CLERGY, who do the Service of this Capital, through the 
ill Returns of Abuſes, Depreſſion, and Neglect, not having 
a common Subſiſtence, can have no Superfluity to expend in 
the publick Service, and therefore can by no Means ſup- 
port at their own Coſt, the Expence of Apologies and De- 
fences from the Preſs. f 

Such being the preſtrate, miſerable State of the Church, 
and thoſe, who uſed to deſend it, and ſuch the friamphant 
State of its Enemies, I cannot ſee how any Oider of Men 
in the Engl: PRIESTHOUD, though they do not ſtand in 
the Breach, can expect for their Tameneſs any better Secu- 
ri, or longer Continnance than the Reſt : While this Tur- 
bulence remains, they all ſubſiſt as it were at Mercy, and in. 
the general Defection of the People, Your GRACE and 
thoſe of Your ORDER will fare no better than thoſe of ovr 
own. For notwithſtanding their Lying Profeſſions, at cer- 
tain Seaſons, the Leaders of theie People ſhew by their 
Practices, recorded in their own Writings, that they care 
no more for the Ordination of our BlsHuPs, than for the 

Prayers 


DE DIC AT ION. In 
Prayers, and Sermons of the Prieſts, Our Picture- Shops in 
much Pomp, Exhibit with the Portraits of Mr. Weſſey and 
Mr. I phitſield, the Effigies of ſeveral reverend Preachers of the 
Goſpel, as they are there ſtyled, who never appeared before 
Your GRACE, when Biſhop of Oxford; and ſet as light 
by your Authority, in your high Station of ARCHBISHoP 
of CANTERBURY, and Metropolitan of ALL ENGLAND. 

In the remote Counties of England, I have ſeen at one 
Time a whole Troop of theſe Divines on Horſeback, travel- 
ing with each a Si/ter behind them“, who being near the 
Lord (as they chooſe to phraſe it) opened her Mouth upon 
Occaſion to confirm what was ſpoken: 5 

Theſe Diſpoſitions to Ferment and Commotion unlverſal- 
ly encouraged, and artfully improved, may at a Criſis, ſud- 
enly bring about ſuch a Change in our Church-Syſtem, as 
may much alter the Con/titution of the State. My Lonn, 
permit me here to whiſper a Word, that may be worth re- 
membering. The Kings of England will never find fo firm 
a Support from any Eſtabliſhment, as they have experienced, 
ſince the Reformation, from thg Church of England. And 
if in our Memory ſome of the Prie/thood have not proved ſo 
good Subjed?s, as might have been expected, till they have 
been bought over with Preferments, that were due to other 
People, this has been entirely owing to the Miſmanagement 
of ſome of our Stateſmen, who being ſolely attentive to par- 
ticular Points of their own, and Maſters of little more, 
were either not ſufficiently acquainted with the Force and 
Pxtent of our popular Prejudices, or not greatly difpoſed to 
remove them . 
My 


. * Siſter Villiams being near the Lord, opened her Mouth to con- 
firm what was ſpoken. See the late Bis Hor of Loxpox's Objers 
vat ions on the Conduct, fc. of the Methodiſts, 

+ If they had been fo diſpoſed, what ſo obvious as to have 
ordered a fort Account of his MajesTY's antient Pedigree, and 
ſuch Elements of our Engl; Hiſtory as might have ſhewa whence 
ave come, and who we avere, to have been uſed publickly in School: 
and other Pl. ces of Edication? This one Method, if taken in Time, 
would have long ago prevented all the Prejudices of 7 acobiti/m, or 
Mia fction on the Score of the Succeſſion, in the molt ancient Royal 
Houte of Lower Saxony. , | 4 
| of 


f 


iv DEDICATION, 

My Loxp, I do not pretend to have any particular Li- 
CENCE' to ſpeak thus freely to Your GRACE, except that 
from the Conſiderations before mentioned, I believe it to be 
my Duty. I beg Pardon if Tam miſtaken about it: But I 
do believe it to be my Duty, and every Man's Duty, who 
is of my Order and Profeſſion, to repreſent to Your GR ace 
the dangerous State of our national Religion: And this na- 
turally led me juſt to mention, how far the Strength and 
Proſperity of the Church might contribute, upon Occaſion 
to the Welfare and Support of the State, when it happens 
to be in a tottering Condition. And to be particular, I be- 
lieve, his MAE STV owed the Preſervation of his CRown 
and Dio ir in the late Rebellion, next to thoſe, who 
fought at Culloden, as much to the Steadineſs and Activity 
of the well- affected CLERGY of the Church of EnGLAnD, 
as to any Body of Men in his Dominiens, notwithſtanding 
the baſe Returns, which ſome of them have ſince met with 
from his unprofitable SERVANTS. . 

Such being the Advantages, which the State may gather 
from the Church, it would be ſtrange if ſuch an eſſential Part 
of our Conſtitution ſhould be altogether neglected, becauſe 
ſome People do not know the Uſe of it. Succeeding Po- 
liticians may be ſenſible of the want of it, and curſe the Ig- 
norance of their Predeceſſors, who ſuffered that Weight or 
Counterpoiſe to be loſt from the Orb of Government, which 
9 they may in vain endeavour to reſtore. 

But to omit dwelling on the Uſe and Excellence of the 
Church; I return to my Subject, i. e. to conſider of the 


For beſides the old Connexions, it would have appeare from 
hence, that the Family of the Plantagenets were Poſſeſſors of the 
Crown of England, more than 200 Years before the Houſe of the 
Stewards had any Connexion with the Crown of Scotland. The 
Rights of this elder Houſe of Plantagenet all centered in Mau 
Plantagenet, who married HE NAV the Lion, Duke of Saxony. So 
that the younger Houſe of Steward could have no juft Title; while 
her Iſue were ſudſiſting. which has continued in a regular Succeſſi- 
on of the Duxes of Brunſwick down to his preſent MajesTY : 
While the Succeffion in England from the Time of John (which 
drew into it the Houſe of Steward] has been often interrupted by, 
Ulurpation, Baſtardy. Murder, and Confuſion. Ste more of this in 
the Author's Sermon upon the Terms of national Unanimity, % by 
W. Sandby. 
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DEDICATION. v 
Means for it's Preſervation This, which I have been re- 
lating, being the true, but lamentable State of Things, 
whatſoever Hopes VouR GRACE. may conceive of remain- 
ing unmoleſted in Your High STATION : It is impoſſible, 
that we ſhould find Peace or Security a Day in ours. Theſe 
People occupy the very Spot of Ground, wherein it is our 
Lor to labour, we cannot be wnequally yoaked with Unbe- 
levers, * the Holy Scripture forbids, that we ſhould: We 
profeſs to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, that was born in Bethleham e 
But they tell us, that + all the Aclions of this jeſus are in vain 
to us, a meer Tale, and a meer Song: That the real Chriſt 
is another, (the Creature of Enthuſiaſm and mad Imagina- 
tion) which they feel beginning to be conceived in them, as 
Virgins, and then /:rring to be born. Our Chriſt, we ſay, 


was born fir/t, and then crucified; but theirs, it ſeems, was 


crucified ſirſt, and then born. Faith with us is a rational Af- 
ſent to the Hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, as recorded in the Holy 
Goſpe), always attended with a ſuitable Practice: Theirs, 
according to ſome, abhors the Name of Practice, is a Thing 
by their Deſeription never to be underſtood, the monſtrous 
Birth of deformed Fancy, with ſuch a Variety of Faces, as 
never to appear the ſame, and with Hands and Feet, and 
why not Legs and Arms? f 7 | | 
My Lord, an honeft ſsber Mind muſt be ſhocked at theſe 
infernal Devices, theſe ſtrange IDoLs of a new Ixsus, and 
a new FAITH, If ſuch wild Notions were propagated on- 
ly in our high Ways and Hedges, they mult ſoon be attended 
with fatal Conſequences. But what ſhall we ſay, if the 
Heathen are come into our Inheritance, and have Permiſſion 
to occupy our very Churches? Would any Earthly Power, at 


* For what Fellowſhip hath Rightcouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs P 
And what Communion hath Light with Darkneſs ? Aud what Con- 
cord hath Chrift with Belial * Or what Part hath he that believerh 
with an Irfidel? And what Agreement hath the Temple of God with 
Idols ? For ye are the Temple of the living God. 2 Cor: vi. 14, 15, 16. 

+ The Myſtery of Chriſt crucified, &c. by RocEx BALTs, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, from Sandwich in KExnT. Newcaſtle + prints 
ed for, and foid by the Publifber. © 

It we deprive their Fair of it's Hands, Feet, and every 
Idea of Motion, we ſhall be at the greateſt Loſs to know what 
„ hne | ; 

See a plain Account of Faith in Jeſus Chrift, in Remarks dn 
« fereral Pallages, in the Letters on Theron and Ajpaſio, 
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with another, ſuffer the Enemy to erect their Batteries 
within their Walls? Or truſt them with the keeping of the 
Citadel? WE CANNOT As PRIESTS OF THE CHURCH 
OR ENGLAND STAND STILL, AND BEHOLD SUCH A 
PrxcE or TREACHERY As THIS. We muſt apply to our 
Commanders, ———If YouR GRACE, and my Lokps the 
Bishops have not Power ſufficient to afford us Redreſs, — 
We muſt apply to Parliament. 
His MA]ESTY by the oLD * OFF1cE of the KINGS of 
ENGLAND, and, I doubt not, by his Ceronation-Oath, is 
bound to reverence and ſupport the Church of EnGLanD : 
As this is an Obligation, of which he is truly ſenſible, and 
to which during the long Courſe of his Auspicious Reign, 
he hat hitherto ſtrictly adhered, it would be uſing him ex- 
tremely ill, not to give him proper Information, that there are 
a new get of People, ſome; of which officiate in our Churches, 
offering ſuch [ndignity to his CRowN and GovERNMENT, 
as to make the National Religion, which he has ſo ſolemnly 
taken upon him to defend from thoſe, who would do it In- 
Juries, na better than an Athei/lical, inunoral, and deluſtve 
SysTEu. i | : 
Theſe are our Complaints, My LorD, and this our Situa- 
tion. In Perils from without ; but moſt immediately as we 
Conceive, in Perils from within, among FALSE BRETHREN; 
from whom, for the Security of the Flacks committed to our 
Charge, for the Honour, Welfare, and Preſervation of this 
Crnugch and KINGDOM, we deſire an entire, and Speedy 
SEPARATION. | 

Repoſing therefore on Your GRACE's juſt Diſcernment, 
Croodneſs, 3 and Integrity in YOUR SACRED T RUST. 


J remain, My Loxp, 


(having the Honour to be a PRIEST of the Church of 
ENGLAND, ) | I 


Your GRACE's moſt obedient Son and Servant, 


Jonun FREE. 


* The Office of the Kincs of England, in the true Engl; Laws of 
King Edward the Confeſſor, is thus deicribed, Rex quaſi wicarius 
fummi Regis ad hoe conſtituitur, ut Regnum Terram & Potulum Do- 
mini, & ſuper omnia ſanctam Ecilefiam ejus venere;ur & regat, & 
4b Aujuriaſis dfendat. 
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HOSOEVER has had any intimate Knowled 
W of that difficult Employment, which is ſo > 
led the Work of the Miniſtry, mutt be can- 
vinced, that the Converſation, and Mritings of a Perſon in 
our Profeſſion, are often as neceſſary to the Iꝝſtruction of his 
People, as the Preaching of a Sermon. For Diſcourſes from 
the Pulpit being delivered in a publick Aſſembly, are of Ne- 
ceſſity limited to Rule, and require a certain Decorum, which 
will not permit them to deſcend to Particulars, where Sub- 
jects appear to be too /aw, or groſs; or, by Reaſon of the 
odd Humours of Mankind, not quite /o 2 

Notwithſtanding which, if theſe Particularities be of 
Weight ſufficient to give Teſtimony in a Cauſe, they will 
claim a Place as Evidence; and on ſuch Occaſions, are by 
no Means to be omitted. For this Reaſon, I trouble the 
Reader with a Preface, and ſome Notes at the End, by way 
of Appendix, as containing Matters, which may affect the 
Argument, and are tolerable enough in ſuch Converſation 
Pieces, though they Gould not be inſerted at Length, in a 
ſolemn Diſcourſe from the Puſpit. 

The APPENDIX is a Collection of ſome of thoſe Anti- 
chriſtian Doctrines or Deluſions, which are cenſured in the 
following Sermon, and juſtly imputed to the Methodi/ts, as 
being for the moſt Part gathered by a venerable and careful 
Hand from their own Writings ; what are added ſince, I 


take to be quite as Authentick. | 
| B The 


— 
3 
% . 


and relate either, 


The PREFACE has ſcarce any other View, but to facifi- 
tate the good Effects of the Sermon, by removing ſome 


groundleſs Objections and Cavils, which have been raiſed 


againſt the Conduct of the Author, on Account of the Charge 
he hath brought againſt the Se&, in a Pamphlet lately ad- 
dreſſed to the Company of Salers, in London.” 

Which Objections have been tranſmitted to him chiefly by 
anonymous Letters, and ich kind of under- hand Conveyances, 


Firſt, To the Cauſe of the Author's oppoſing the Metho- a 
diſts, which they are pleaſcd to date from the aforeſaid Pe- 


riod, and attribute ſolely to Self- Intere/?. 


Or Secondly, To the Manner of his doing it, —“ that it 
& was virulent.— | | 


Or ' Thirdly, To the Uſe of the Word Methodiſt, as 1 


Term, which in their meek Prevarication they affect not to 


underſtand, and ſometimes diſclaim, being, as they ſay, true 

Sons of the Church. : | ' 
Feourthly, To the Matter of the Charge, (ſuppoſing that 

they are Metbodiſis) “ that it has no Proof, and is without 


« Foundation.” 


To all theſe Objections I ſhall briefly anſwer in the Order, 
in which they ſtand. 


And fir/t, For the Cauſe of the Author's oppoſing the 
Methodifts, which, they would infinuate, was folely owing; 
to Self-Intereſ?, and date from the Time of his Addreſs to the 
Salters. | 


Now this is begging the Queſtion. —For to ſuppoſe, that 
my Motive to withſtand them, was Self-Intereft alone, is to 


ſuppoſe the Methodiſis to be quite a blameleſs Set of People, 
and therefore innocent of the Charge, which I brought 
againſt them, which Innocence however remains yet to be 
proved, and will, as I conceive, for ever remain ſo. 

This being the Caſe then, there might be other Motives 
for Oppoſition on my Part, beſide SeF-[nteref! : And it will 
be but candid in the Reader to heat, and judge, whether they 
were ſuch Motives, 2s ought in Conſcience to be reſiſted, or 
obeyed. It is. plain, in the firſt Place, that the Metbodiſi; 
would delude him, in ſuppofing my Oppofition to begin 
from the Time of writing to the Company of Salters : Be- 
cauſe it can be atteſted by the Congregations, to which k 
preach, that for a Courſe of Years, ever fince I have been their 


Lecturer, 


| 


The PR FE FAC E. "Ut 
Zecturer, I have always publickly oppoſed theſe People's 
eſpecially when they happened to be admitted into the 
Churches, where I preach, as likewiſe, whenever it came 
to my Turn to enter thoſe,” where by the Anarchy of the 
Times, they had found either Reception, or Continuance. 
This Practice was -grounded upon a Notion, that it was 
my Duty, I. thought, I acted in the Character of an 
Apotalick Miniſter of Isus CHRIST, who was manifeſt in 
the Fleſh to Deftroy the Works of the Devil; of which DE- 


LUSION is the chief, This, then appearing to be conſiſtent 
with my Function, was I to depart from my Duty, becauſe, 


in, the Opinion of theſe People, it happened to be my Interefl ? 


J think not—Would any of theſe Saints be guilty of the 
ſame Thing in the ſame Circumſtances ? In their Sphere of 
Action, is it not rats for Meaſure © When they harangu- 
ed in the Fields ; did they ever forbear to preach totheMob 
for Fear, leſt they ſhould get the Pence of the Meþ? Or did 
not the Pence and the Preaching go Hand in Hand together ? 
But how little I was biaſſed by Intereſt in this Affair, the 
Reader will judge, after I have told him Circumſtances. 
The Fact was this; when I came to enquire about a Lefure- 
ſhip, which by Report, was vacant, and in the Gift of the 
Company of Saliers; I was informed, that there were al- 
ready two Candidates; the one, an Orthodox Clergyman, 
the other, a Methodiſt; that many of the Salters had pro- 
miſed the Methodist, their Votes, ſome unwartily, others with 
a very ſingular Declararton, which plainly diſcovered the In- 
fluence of a lurking Aceuſer of our Brethren, to wit; © that 
ce they would encourage no Clergyman, but what ſhould 
& preach the true Goſpel, according to the Articles of the 
„Church of England.“ This, notwithſtanding the high 
Diſcernment of theſe Gentlemen, I knew, was nog the Prac- 
tice of the People, called Methodifts, and therefore, that their 
Zeal might be conducted by Know!edge, I thought it my 
Duty, to undeceive them, and that they ought to have been 
undeceived by what I wrote, I leave it to any Man, who 
profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, upon reaſonable Principles, to 
be the Judge. | 
This, then, I declare to be the true and principal Reaſon 
of my publiſhing the Pamphlet to the Salters, and very con- 
ſiſtent it is, with the Concern I therein expreſted for their 
Honour and the publick Good. For if it had been * 
- that 


, 
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that the Orthodox Clergyman had poſſeſſed their Eſteem more 


extenſively than the Methodiſt; J am confident, that all the 
World, who knows me, 'will believe, that I ſhould never 
have given the worſhipful Company or myſelf the Trouble 
of an Addreſs in Print; or even have offered the leaſt Oppo- 
ſition to the other, (I mean the Orthodox) Gentleman. 

Having thus vindicated from Aſperſion, and low Calumny, 
the Motives which gave Occaſion to the aforeſaid Pamphlet, 
T ſhall now conſider the Obhjections to the Manner of it, &c.— 
as that it is written © with Bitterneſs of Spirit, and extreme 
<« Virulence of Language, that it tells ſome People,” (we 
are by and by to conſider whom) of their acting in open and 
& ſcandazous Oppoſition to the Church of England,—with + 
& Blaſphemy,—and diabolical Phrenzy—in giving our Savi- 
& our the Lie,—with Impiety in releaſing Men from their 
< natural Fears of a Deity—and making Room for all Man- 
t& ner of Vice and Villainy—(by which the World is left to 
& infer) that they are not only guilty of Atheiſm, but in 
c ſome Sort, of Treaſon againſt the State, &c.“— | 

But if all this be true, why ſhould it not be ſaid? The 
SCRIPTURE declares (Gal. iv. 18.) that it is our Duty to be 
zealouſly aſfected in a good Thing. And can there be any 
Thing better than the Cauſe of God ? 

Where this is concerned I am not to regard the Perſons 
of MEN, or treat with Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, Milaneſs, thoſe, 
who with the Face of Meekneſs, are doing the Work of 
Atbeiſts, but J am rather to ſhew the Sincerity of my Faith, 
by (what they are pleaſed to conſider as it's Reproach) the 
Heartineſs of the Zeal, wherewith I oppoſe them. This 
will lay me under a Neceſſity of uſing ſuch Fords, whether 
they ſound agreeable or not, as by the common Conſent of 
Mankind belong to ſuch and ſuch Perſons, or ſuch and ſuch 
Things. hich is the PraCtice of all honeſt Men, and which, 
as they found Occaſion, was the Practice of Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles, © | | | EET 


+ Kenre el PiN u9x% dnia gige agi. 


* This is a Verſe of Epimenides, a Greek Poet, which St. Paul 
has inſerted into his Epiſtle : If the Reader has a Mind to ſee the 
Meaning of it in Engl/b Verſe, it is much to this Purpoſlez; + - 

Eterna! Liars all the Cretans ar. | 
Aud ſuch dull Beafis—as thou muſt never ſpare, Tir vs i. 12. 
; aps. en; Said 


The PREFACE. * 


Said St. PAUL to Titus; and therefore he bids him to rebuke 
them ſharply. Suppoſing then, that I may obſerve the ſame 
Conduct towards the ſame Sort of People, I tand faſt in 
+ the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made me free, (Gal. v. 1.) 
to pull off the Cloak of Hypocriſy from theſe deluding 
Wretches, and hold out to the WoRLD, as I detect them, 
the undeniable Tokens of their Baſeneſs, and Deceit. | 
Of which the Reader may take a Specimen, from their 
Manner of forming the above Ol jection. For what I have 
ſaid of.“ ſcandalous Oppoſition to the Church of England 9 
« —Blaſphemy—Impiety—t&&c.”—is charged upon the Pro- 
feſſion of Methadifm in general, I uſe no perſonal Reflections ; 
upon Mr. J. „ nor any Invective againſt him, but in the : | 4 
Character of a Methodiſie The Man that inſinuates the 1 
Contrary, is guilty of a wilful Attempt to'deceive the Pub- 7 
lick; but a wilful Attempt to deceive, is in the Phraſe of the 3 Þ 
Engliſh Tranſlation of 'Sctipture—a Lie. I think the Perſon L 
here concerned cannot but acquieſce in this Expreſſion - Be- 4 
cauſe he ſeemed offended at, what he calls, unſcriptural I Ak- i 
GON, and therefore I uſe this Word, as plain enough to be 
underſtood, and as being withal a Word of Scripture. | 7 
But not to leave the Argument for the Sake of attending fo . | 
ſcrupulouſly to the Dion, I muſt obſerve again, that all the | 
„ Defamation, Obloquy and Reproach, with which I have | 
been ſaid to treat this Reverend, and worthy Clergyman,” 
amounts only to the Charge of Methodiſm, which in another 
Place is reputed a very honourable Charge, at leaſt, in the 
Opinion of this Apologi/? : But if fo, I can fee no Reaſon, 
why he ſhould complain. For if Defamation be the greateft 
Honour, what can — a greater Honour than nts 45mg, ? | 
An ordinary Reader perhaps, may be a little at a Loſs, as to 
the Grounds, upon which he is to aſſent to this, not know- 
ing whether it be the common Senſe of a Methodiſt, or his In- 
ſpiration. © © | | | _ 
But it ſeems we muſt not bear too hard upon the Name of 
Methadift, ſince they take it to be a very ſimple moffenſroe 
harmleſs Appellatign.—So may the Name af + you appear to 
Feſuits, or that of Inquiſitor to Inquiſitors, and if you look to 
the f Meaning of the Words, there may be no Harm in 
either; but yet on Account of certain bad Arts and Practices 
attributed to Men of theſe Denomi nations, they are neither of | 


| | 


+ This, I hope, is a proper Rep'y to the Perſons who thought 
themſelves witty in the Application of my Name. them 
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them, here conſidered as amiable Characters. And for the 
ſame Reaſon, though a Methodiſi may pretend to have a 
Opinion of his Name, it may turn out in the End to be 
not quite ſo harmleſs as ſome, which he, or I could mention, 
As for Inftance—/ittle Mechanick—great—ScHooL—Bor, 
or little—ScHooL—MasTER. | 
And therefore, ſince we have hit upon it, let us here in 
the third Place, dwell for a ſhort Time, upon the Subject, 
and ſee what we can make of the Name of METAonIST. 
To the Reproach of our Univer/ity, we are obliged to con- 
feſs, that the Enibuſiaſm of the Methodiſis began at OxFoRD; 
The Name was firſt given to a few particular Perſons, who 
affected to be ſo uncommonly Methodical, as to keep a Diary 
of the moſt inſignificant and trivial Actions of their Lives; 
ſuch perhaps, as how many Slices of Bread and Butter they 
eat with their Tea, how many Diſhes of Tea they drank, 
how many Country-dances they called at their Dancing-Club; 
or after a Faſt, the Number of Pounds they might devour of 
a Leg of Mutton. For upon theſe Occaſions they eat like 
Lions—which afforded Matter for Speculation among their 
Neighbours, as they could not eaſily comprehend, how 
People, by making themſelves ſo uncommonly weracious, 
could be better prepared for any Offices of RELIGION. 
From what conſtitutianal, or other Cauſes it might happen, 
would be tedious to enquire ; but it was not long before 
theſe Gentlemen, from indulging their Vhims in private, 


began to dogmatize in a publick Manner; they encreaſed 


their Society by engaging ſome raw young'Scholars, and felt 
a ſtrong Inclination for new modelling, retrieving, meuding, 
or in one Word, reforming almoſt every Circumſtance, or 
Thing, in the Syſtem of our national Religion. 

And as they were the very ſame Gentlemen, who had been 


_ whimſical in Private, that were now grown dagmatical in 


Publick, the People till called them te MERTRHODIS TS 
by which was then, and is now generally underſtood by all, 
who are not of their own Perſwaſion. 
A Set of Enthuſiaſis, who under the 
The Definition Pretence of being true Members of the 
or Character of Church of England, either prevert its 
_ * *X-  DocTRiNEs relating to Faith, and Words, 
Do ally mn —— and the Terms of Salvation, ſo as to make 
4 them repugnant to the Holy Scriptures; or 
Mernopisrs. a | 
| elſe offend againſt the ORDER and Dis- 


CIPLINE; 
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Tipi of the Church, or farther, even attack the Prin- 
riples of natural Religion, and ſtill under the Pretence of be- 
ing Members of the Church of England, or at leaſt Chriſtians, 
This is a Deſcription of their Character. And as a Shib< 
$oleth to diſtinguiſh them, whenever they pretend to conceal 


themſelves under ſuch a fair Profeſſion, one may throw out 
this, or ſuch like Propoſition. 


By the Terms of the GosPEL, geod Works are abſolutely 


neceſſary to obtain Salvation through en Chriſt, and affirm 
the lame to be the Doctrine of the Church of England : H 
they have not the Face to deny it to be the Senſe of Scripture, 
they will immediately fall to quibbling or raiſing ſuch Diffi- 
culties from ſome Parts of the Book of Common Prayer or 
Homilies, as ſhall ſhew; that they will net allow it to be 
the Doctrine of the Church, For whether it is, that th 
think, that by this Method they ſhall hamper their Adverfſ; 
ſooner, they ſeem to pay an higher Regard, on theſe Occa- 
fions, to Articles and Homilies, than to the Scripture itſelf, 
though the Compilers of thoſe Articles and Homilies pretend 
to no Authority but from Scripture, and had Honeſty enough 
to declare, that they required no Regard to be paid to their 
Articles any farther, than as they ſhould appear to be con- 
ſiſtent with Scripture; and maintained ſuch [nterpetations of 
that Scripture, as ſhall keep it conſent with itſelf. This is 
the Foundation upon which they build their Structure, never 
intending it ſhould be put to any ſuch Uſes, as might weaken 
this Foundation ; and therefore to convince theſe People, 
that even this boaſted Retreat will afford them no Shelter, 
and that they muſt turn out again, as having no Right of 
Sanctuary with us, one may ſhew them to themſelves, and 
to the World, by affirming it to be the Doctrine of the Church 
of England, that good Works are abſolutely neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, and by Arguing thus from the very Articles. | 


ho. ; What are abſolutely nectſary to a ſaving Faiths 


are abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. 


Good Works are abſolutely neceſſary to a ſaving 
Minor. ö Faith, 4 . 
Therefore Good Worts are alſolutely neceſſary 
Concluſion. to Salvation. 4 


* 


Proof of the Minor, 
| Major. 
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1 What are inſeparable from a ſaving Faith are 
. ; abſolutely neceſſary to a ſaving Faith. g 


| Good Works are inſeparable from a ſaving 

Miner. Faith. " FEY ; . 
Therefòre Good Works are abſolutely neceſſary 

candluſon. to a ſaving Faith, | 


roof of the Minor. 
n 
Minor. 3 jy 0. . neceſſarily {pring from a ſaving 
Concluſitn. ; F ing Tach 8 1 are inſeparable _ A 


Here the Minor needs no Proof, if we are to give Credit 
to the twelfth * Article: Unleſs People make any DiſtinQion 
between a true and lively and a ſaving Faith, which yet I 
never heard of. This may be the Way then to diſcover 
the Oxioix AL. Methodiſts, who it ſeems for Di/tin&ion's 
Sake affect to call themſelves Methodiſis of the Church of 
England. 

By which however they plainly inform us, that there are 
others of their Body, who do not profeſs to belong to our 
Communion : And therefore it is juſt to infer that the Me- 
thodiſis, who\take our Name, do notwithſtanding diſavow 


ſomething, which -theſe diſavow; and embrace ſomething, 


which they embrace; and therefore by acknowledging them 
as Nameſakes and Brethren, give themſelves the Lis (which 
they are not aſhamed to do) when they ſay, that they are 
entirely with us, and of no other Communion. 

For ſuch Coalition is Communion, and theſe Connexions, 


and Communications will be the Cauſe, why Diſenterg 


It appears then by this Article of the Church of England; 
that good Works are abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. And there- 


fore the Word alone in the preceeding Article, is not to be con- 


fidered as a Particle totally excluſive, but rather concluſive, and de- 
noting Eminence, as making Faith the Crown-work of Salvation, 
by the ſame Figure as when we ſay, in common Speech, ſuch an 
one is the only Man, by which we mean the chef Perſon for ſuch a 
Parpoſe. This Interpretation cannot be denied, unleſs theſe People 
intend to make the Articles contradict each other, as they do the 
Scriptures. | 
may 
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may be called Methodi/ts, though they are not the primary 


Objects of my Definition, though they may not be allowed as | 


ſuch by the original METHoD15T, nay, though HE and THEY 
may be ſo far at Variance, upon ſome Points, as to be en- 

aged in Controverſy, one a 41inſt the other. I ſay nowith- 
Banding this, the World will call theſe Methodiſis, and I 
think pretty ju/tly. For really they know not what elſe to 
call them: They imagine that they went out. from them at 
the firſt; they find that they ſtill hold ſome ſimilar Tenets, 
have perſonal or corporate Attachments, and only upbraid 
each other, as ſwetving from ſome Doctrines wherein, as 
in a common Cauſe, it was expected, that they ſhould have 
been agreed; though otherwiſe Diſſenters by Name, and 


perhaps of ſeveral Denominations. 


The World then calling them Methodif's, nay perhaps - 


the very diſſenting Congregations, to which they belong, 
giving them that Title, Cuſtom obliges me to do: the ſame, 


though ſtrictly ſpeaking they are not of the fit Order, but 


rather what we may call Methodiſtical, than Methodiſt. 

If I take Notice of any of theſe People, or their Writings, 
it is in this ſecondary Character, as they are connected with 
Methodiſts : For in their old Character as Diſſenters; ſince 
they medd}e not with me, I give them no Diſturbance, they 
are tolerated by the Laws of the Land to diſſent fram us, 
1 are, or ſhould be, under the Direction of their proper 

aftors. 

Wis, if they be Men of Prudence, and concerned for 
the general Credit of Religion, will think it their Duty; as 
we think it ours, to prevent ſuch Deluſions from paſſing 
under the Name of Chri/tianity, as may bring it into utter 
Contempt, and hinder every wiſe Community from giving 
it either Efabliſhment, or Toleration. 

To compaſs that End, was the Labour of all thoſe In- 
fidel Books, which for the laſt thirty Years, learned and 
pious Chriſtians have been employed in anſwering, ſo that 
it would be a Circumftance deplorable indeed, if what Arh#- 
ifts and Jnfidels begun, nominal and deiuded CHRISTIANS 
ſhould have Permiſſion, to combine, to fintſh. 

And thus much of the Origin and Name, and the more 
general Diviſions of the Methodifts, appearing as Churchmen, 
or Diſſenters, and of the Marks whereby they may uſually 
be diſtinguiſhed. | 
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If any of the FounDEs of this Sect, aſſiſted by a greater 
Share of Learning and Sagacity than the Reſt, or happier 
Mutability of BCE or the Advantage of independent 


(Circumſtances, which will enable Men to ſpeak the I'ruth, 


have found a fair Opportunity to renounce and diſclaim the 
Opinions, with which they once were charged, I think zs 
they depart from the Notions, they may be permitted, if 
they deſire it, to lay aſide the Name, and take another. 

hile on the eontrary, the Snakes in our Boſom, who 
whether by Neglect, or Colluſion are crept into our Churches, 
as they ſhall appear by their Converſation and Mritings to be 
of that Tribe; notwithſtanding their double Dealing, in 
denying it, ought conſtantly to be comprchendęd under that 
Denomination, and ſhewn to the World in their proper 
Character. 

For theſe are all Methodiſis And rather more danger- 

ous, as they raiſe no Suſpicions of that Sort among the de- 

uded common People, while they allume legal Titles, and 
paſs with them for Rector of —/icar oi—QMc/ter of—&c. 
and add, that they only preach the true Goipel, and are the 
true Miniſters of the Church of England. 0 

No wonder then, that they ſhould be ſo much diſturbed at 
the Author's Pamphlet, which charges them with ſuch Doc- 
trines, as he proves to be contradictory to the Gojpe!, con- 
tradictory to the Church of England, full of Bluſplemy, and 
Impiety, and ending in downright Athe:ſm. 

This leads me to the fourth Thing, which I propoſed to 
ſpeak to, in the Preface, namely the Manner of the Charge, 
which was brought againſt them in the Articles, propord to 
the SALTERs, which Charge they ſay, has no Roof, or 
Foundation. 

I have received ſome anonymous Letters, and one almoſt. 
anonymous Pamphlet from the Methodiſis, very exprels to 
this Purpoſe. They ſtyle themſelves indeed Meinbers of the 
Church of England, as I have juſt obſerved to be their Prac- 
tice : But beſide that their Speech, or Docti ine all along be- 
trays them, the very Occaſion of their Writing diſcovers 
their real Character. For they would never have wrote to 
me, if it had not been in Defence of a Pei ſon, whom 1 
treated as a Methedift, and as they have given themſelves fo 
much Trouble to defend a Methodiſi, it is a Proof ſufficient, 
that they are People of the ſame Perluaſion. 


_ Having 


W 
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Having chus diſcovered to the Reader, who theſe Ohjec- 
tors are, it may not be amiſs to acquaint him with the prin- 
cipal Articles of the Charge, which they object to; and then 

he will ſoon be able to determine, whether that Charge be 
at all weakened by their Outcry, or whether, on the contrary, 
it be not totally confirmed from the very Papers, that con- 
tain their Objections. . 

I. Among other Things then, I had ſaid in the Pamph- 
let, aforementioned -“ that the Methodiſts openly oppoſed 
b© a fundamental Article of the Church of England by ſo ex- 
„ pounding Scripture as to make it contradict itſelf.” 

IT. T had charged them likewiſe with * Bl/aſphemy and 
* [mpiety, or diabolica! Phrenzy, in daring to contradict our 
5 Saviour's Authority, and that too in a Paſſage, which 
* comprehends ſuch an eſſential Article of Religion, as the 
Judgment of the World.” 

III. Further I hid obſerved, © that to contradict our 
Saviour in the DoArine there advanced, concerning the 
Nature of a future Judgment, was not only ſuch an Of- 
„ fence to him, as was before mentioned, but that it tended 
„ likewiſe to deſtroy the e/entzal Attributes of God and ruin 
„ his Character as 7ulge of the World.” 

In Support of the f/ Accuſation, I had ſaid, it was no- 
torious, “that the Methodifts explained the Word Faith, 
$ as it ſtands in ſome of St. Paul's Writings in a Manner fo 
different from th clear Declaration of 9 as to 
& make the Doctrine of one Aprſtle, a flat Contradiction 
tc to the other, and that they affirmed it to be the Doctrine 
« of Scripture, that a Man {hall be ſaved by Faith alone, ex- 
c c/yſvs of good Works; by which we mean VIRTUE and 
« MOoRA IT v.“ 

Ths Practice of theirs I ſaid was netorious. They up- 
braid me however for not giving a ſpectral Proof of this No- 
toriety But I believe few Men of common Senſe ever at- 
tempted to prove a Thing that was NVotsrious, till ſuch 
Time, as contrary to their ExpeGation, they met with 
People of ſuch notorious Imprdence, as to deny it. And 
then Special Init .nces may be neceſſary z not fo much for 
the Conviction of others, as for a Reproof the Delinquents, 
and that this mav have the greater Force, I ſhall here give 
the Reader this M in's own Account of the Thing, whereby 
he will be ena ted to judge him, by his own Evidence. 


You 
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You obje& (ſays he) Pag. 5. of the Articles to the Salters 
That, it is notorious, that the Methodiſis, under the 
« Maſk of being true Sons of the Church, do ever explain 
„ the Word Faith, as it ſtands in ſome of St. Paul's Writ- 
<« ings in a Manner fo different from the clear Declaration 
<« of St. James, as to make the Doctrine of one Apoſtle a 
& direct and flat Contradiction to the other“. To this he 
replies. | 

« Sir, I affirm this Chorge from Beginning to End, to be 
< notorioully falſe. One Circumſtance is wanting there, 
t the Proof, the Proof Doctor. Where is that Proof to 
« ſupport theſe Aſſertions? Which of the Methodiſis do 
ce this?“ 5 

Why he tells me very triumphantly, p. 18, that for his 
own Part, he is one, and [ leave it to the Reader to deter- 
mine, whether he does not fairly comprehend the reſt. 
& Therefore we conclude (ſays he) that a Man is juſtified, 
c his Sins pardoned, his Perfon accepted to God's Love 
« and Favour, and his Title to Glory evidenced to him 
& by Faith without the Deeds of the Law, either natural, ca- 
te remonial, or moral (ſaith the much admired Burket)” &c. If 
this be not exclſtve of good Works, no Language can ex- 
preſs it. 

But was there ever ſuch hardened and unfeeling Inpu- 
dence or Stupidity as this! — For a Perſon to deny a Thing 
with ſuch a Degree of Confidence, and loudly to demand a 
Proof of it; and then a little aſter, with his own Mouth, 
and of his own Motion, in ſuch a particular Manner to con- 
feſs it to be Fact, and that he himſelf is of the ſame Opinion. 
It is no Matter to me, whether this Man expreſs his Con- 
cluſion in his own Words, or the Words of Burket. If he 
admire this Profeſſion of Burket's, by admiring, it is plain he 
likes it, and by liking, he makes it his own : And as ſuch, 
it would have been taken by all Men of common Senſe, if 
(excluſive of the high Admiration) he had only ſet it here in 
Support of his own Opinion. For if it does not expreſs his 
Opinion, it could not have been cited to ſuppart it : And 
therefore if it is cited to ſupport it, it expreſſes his Opinion. 
And that it ſhould be ſo taken, he adds ſomething yet fronger, 
the Meaning of which in plain Englifh is, that we are juſtifi- 
ed by Chriſi, on Account of our Sin and //ichedneſs ; and not 


by 


* 
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by being Holy, Juſt, and Righteous Perſons. For which he 


uotes Rom. iv. 5. 
I fay then, the Faith of theſe People, which they pre- 
tend to gather from St. Paul, is quite oppoſite or contradic- 


tory to that of St. James, for he ſays that Faith without 


Works is dead, and produces no Salvation, they ſay that it 
produces Salvation, and is quite alive. 

So much in Support of my firſt Charge, that the Me- 
cc thodi/ts, under the Maſk of being true Sons of the Church, 
& do ever explain the Word Faith, as it ſtands in ſome of 
« St. Paul's Writings in a Manner (or Senſe) ſo different 
from that of St. , as to make the Doctrine of one 
& Apoſtle a direct and flat Contradiction to the other.“ 

Which is likewiſe openly and avowedly to oppoſe a fun- 
damental Article of the Church of England; I ſay Funda- 
mental, that they may learn for the future, that the Articles 
are of very different Importance, and claim more or leſs of 
our Regard, in Proportion to the Clearneſs and Importance 
of their ſeveral Subjects. 

Under the ſecond AccusATION here mentioned, which 
charges them with A and diabolical Phrenzy in dar- 
ing to contradict our Saviour's Authority I obſerved, that 
c our Saviour expreſly declares the Works of Men to be the 
6 Object of his Jud ment, the Matter of his Conſideration or 
bc Attention, before he rewards or ſaves them: But the Me- 
& thodiſt for the Perdition of the Souls of his Followers 
te openly gives our Saviour the Lie, and ſays that the Works 
& of Men are of no Conſideration at all.” 

What J here affirm however is moſt devoutly called in 
Queſtion, by one of my anonymous Correſpondents ; who 
with great Simplicity, or very fleady Hypocriſy, wonders, that 
I ſhould charge the Methodiſis with denying the Neceſſity of 
good Works, in Order to Salvation, and deſires me to re- 
tract it, as an unjuſt Aſperſion. 


Though at the ſame Time another is Blaſphemous enqugh. 


to tell me, that our Works will never be brought to the Bar of 
Gad. In direct Oppoſition, as I obſerved, to our LorD's 
Declaration, that at his Tribunal, he ſhall reward every Man 
according to his Works. TOE 
If the firſt mentioned of theſe Gentlemen, doubts the 
Truth of what is here related, as he ſeems to be a civil Per- 
ſon, he ſhall have the Peruſal of the other's Letter, if he 
| pleaſes ; 
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pleaſes; and then for the Affair of Retracting, he ſhall be 
my Caſuiſt in my Stead : But if this Propoſition cannot ſo 
conveniently be complied with, he may be ſatisfied by the 
Declaration of my Friend in Print, who comes fo near the 
Sentiment of the other ; that one would take him to be a 
Commentator upon the former's Doctrine. For one ſays, 
that our Works will never be brought to the Bar of God:“ 
The other tells us, that all St. James requires of us, is that 
wwe ſhould ſhow our Works to Men. This Gentleman may 
perceive then, that two of his Brethren are pretty fimilar in 

their Evidence, and both againſt him. Having uſed this 
Paſſage as a Te/itmony, let us dwell a little upon the Senſe 
and Tendency of ſuch an Interpretation. St. — he ſays, 
ſpeaks of our Yorks as the Fu/tification of our Faith in the 
Sight of Men, and that the ſhewing of them which he ſpeaks 
of, has no Relation to ſhewing them to God. —If this be 
not a Diſtinctian without a "75 3811234 it is a Diſtinction 
very irreligious. Is there any Thing that Men can ſee, 
which God does not diſcern? And if, he diſcerns, does he 
not diſtinguiſh ? Strange Things, muſt be replied here, to 
make a Difßerence in the Caſe, and prove that ſhewing our 
Works to Man, is not ſhewing them at the ſame Time to 
God. For if it be not ſo, God muſt be blind, or indolent, 
and have leſs Apprehenſion that ſome of his Creatures: And 
therefore I have no Opinion of this, which my impudent 
Friend calls a Proteſtant Diſtinction. If it be the Diſtincti- 
on of Proteſtants, they muſt be Proteſtants of his own Com- 
plexion : For we, who are truly of the Church of England 
abhor it; knowing it to be the old“ Diſtinction of the Epi- 
curtan ATHEIST, and thus expreſſed by Lucretius, more 


than One Hundred Years before Chriſi was born. 


Omnis enim per ſe Divom Natura, neceſſe gſt, 
Immortali &Æuo ſumma cum Pace fruatur, 
Semota ab noftris rebus ſejunciague longe. 
Lucret. De Rerum Natura Lib. 1. 


And thus much for the Reaſoning of the Mothodiſls, and 
the Validity and Uniformity of their Relations, Out of three 


See the firſt Diſcourſe in » Vol of Sermons, preached by 
the Author, before the Unirerlity at Ox/vd, an! pr.nged in 
London, in the Yer 1750. | : 
| 0 
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of my Correſpondents ; two of them have witneſſed againſt 
tach other. Two in Conjunttion againſt a third, and the firſt 
againſt himſelf. —V ery pretty Evidence indeed | 

Such Advocates muſt ſurely give Credit to a Cauſe: And 
I pray God to grant, that Atheiſm may never meet with 
better. For I believe the Reader will not ſcruple to give 
them the Title of Atheiſts : After I have produced one Teſti- 
mony more from ſuch Sort of Writers ; whercin God is re- 
preſented as being Angry with People, for attempting to be 
virtuos. For that there is not, in the Eſtimation of the 
divine Being, any Diſtinction between Vice and VIRTUE. 
The Paſſages are theſe: He who attempts to do a 
© Thing eaſy or difficult, under the Notion of an Act of 
„ believing, or any other Act, in Order to his Acceptance 
„ with God, only heaps up more Wrath againſt him- 
« ſelf.” —*—And again, 

„ The whole New 'I eſtament ſpeaks aloud, that as to 
« the Matter of Acceptance with God, there is no Diffe- 
© rence between one Man and another: No Difference 
© betwixt the moſt accompliſhed Gentleman, and the moſt 
infamous Scoundrel:—No Difference betwixt the moſt 
c virtuous Lady, and the vileſt Proſtitute No Difference 
* betwixt the moſt Reverend Judge, and the moſt odious 
« Criminal ſtanding convicted before him, and receiving 
<« the juſt Sentence of Death at his mouth: -In a Word, 
©« no Difference betwixt the moſt fervent Devotee, and the 
« oreateſt Ringleader in Profaneneſs and Exceſs.” 

Now, not to criticiſe upon the FoLLy of this Coxcomb, 
for his awkward Affectation of the fine Converſation-tcrmis 
of Gentleman and Lady; and introducing the Ideas of world- 
ly Vanity and Politeneſs, into an awful Scene, from which, 
in the Nature of the Thing, they have been for ever ex- 
cluded.—l ſay, to omit this Folly of the Coxcomb, or Dulneſi 
of the Bloockhead, I have ſomething to obſerve of much 
greater Conſequence. 

For after a Declaration of ſuch ſhocking Principles in a 
Manner fo explicit, fo particular, fo publick as this: One 
might ſalemnly appeal—(for ſuch Things are too bad to be 
overlooked or concealed)—to his MajeEsTY as Defender 


See an Account of Faith in Fe/us Chrift in Remarks on ſeve- 
ral Paſſages, in the Letters on Theron and Ape. 
| if 
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xvĩ The PREFACE: 

*f the Faith—to both Houſes of Parliament, who as Send- 
tors of the Realm, are to look to all nation! Concerns, and 
conſequently to the Religion of the Nation, as by Law 
eſtabliſhed, —to the Judges, as thoſe who are to notice, what 
Matters may Hale the Laws, and dangerouſly ect the 
State—to the two Houſes of Convocation, as Guardians and 
Interpreters of the DocTRINEs of the Church of England, — 
whether a Man who can publiſh fuch Doctrine as this, ought 
to be permitted to bear the Name, or execute the Office of a 
Prieſt of the Church of England? | 

For, if what this Man affirms be true, then is our Savi- 
our a Liar, in ſuppoſing a Di/tin&ton to ſubſiſt between hu- 
man Actions, and ſaying, that he will reward every one ac- 
cording to his Works. —It- what this Man affirms to be true ; 
there is no eſſential Difference between Virtue and Vice, and 
therefore no Occaſion, here on Earth, for national Prięſi- 
boods to enforce Virtue, and preach Repentance. 

No Occaſion for my Lords, the 12 there 
is no Difference between them, and the moſt odious Criminal. 

No Occaſion for KING or Legiſſature, to preſcribe Laws, 
and Rules, and Ordinances; becauſe all Things being thus 
equal in the Sight of Gop, Lawgivers, who are only ſubor- 
dinate, have no Right to make a Difference in Oppoſition to 
his Sem, nor any Cauſe to ſhew, why they ſhould decree 
Rewards and Honours to what is only imaginary GooÞ, or 
Infamy and Vengeance to imaginary EvII. 

When I had advanced thus far, I received a little Pamphlet 
from the Reverend Mr. Jahn Weſley, entitled, A Letter to 
the Reverend Dr. Free, calling likewiſe for proofs upon this 
Occaſion. Theſe which I have laid before the Reader, I 
imagine will give him ſatisfaction, both as to the Validity of 
my Aſſertions, and as to the Conſequences, which I impute 
to the Publication of ſuch Doctrines, which he allows, 


0 mg $ to be very true, provided they (the Methodiſts) held 
fuch Po 


tions: And therefore all the Reply I need to 
make at preſent, to this ſmall Performance, may be com- 
prehended in a ſingle Sentence: To wit, that if he be not 
hereby convinced, that theſe Poſſtions as he calls them, are 
held, and by People who paſs under the Denomination of 
Methodiſts, and will pleaſe to ſignify that want of Convic- 
tion, in a private Letter, by the ſame Hand, which convey- 


ed to me, the former Papers, he ſhall have the Civilty of a 
| particular 
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Particular Anſwer Paragraph by Paragraph, if he think it 
neceſſary. i 

But for ſome of the other poor Wretches, who have given 
themſelves the Trouble of ſending, and me the Trouble of 
receiving their miſerable Compoſitions, as they are ſuch, as 
St. Paul 
whereof they affirm ; I do not ſee that the Rules of Chri/tzan 
Charity, or common Prudence oblige me to take any further 
Notice of them, eſpecially, as they forfeit the Claim of the 
Condeſcenſion due to Men of low Eſtate, by appearing in 
their own Conceit, to be ſo much wiſer and more conſider- 
able than myſelf. 

Having ſaid thus much, to give the Reader ſome Idea of 
the Times and Circum/tances; and the Temper of the Perſons 


with whom I engage, I refer him to the Sermon, to learn 
the Reſt. 


Southwark, 
June 14, 1758. 


P. S. The Reader is deſired to take Notice, that the 
Author's Controverſy with the Methodiſis conſiſts at preſent 


of Six Pieces, which make an Octave Volume, bound to- 
gether in the following Order. | 


I. A Diſplay of the bad PRinCiPLEs of the Methodiſis in 


certain Articles propoſed to the Conſideration of the Com- 
pany of Salters, &c. 


II. Rules for the Diſcovery of falſe Prophets, He. A SERq | 


before the Univerfity of Oxferd. 
HI. Dr. Free's Edition of Mr. Weſez's FirſtPenny Letter, &c, 
IV. His Edition of Mr. Jeſſe's Second Letter, &c: | 
V. His Remark upon Mr. Jones's Letter, 
VI. His Speech at Sion-Cellege to the Londen Clgy- 
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Ot ber Books, which huve been written by the Rev. 
Dr. FREE, and ſold by William Sandby at the 
Ship oppoſite St. Dunſtan's Church in Fleet- 
Street. ; 


I H ISTORY of the FErgliſ Tongue, with the 
Author's intended Dedication to his Royal High- 
neſs Prince GEORGE ; now Prince of Wales, PART. I. 
printed in 1749, and containing an Account. 
I. Of the Roman ot Latin Tongue, as once ſopken in 
Britain. | 1 
II. Of the Britiſb or Welſb, and it's antient, and preſent 
Limits. 

III. Of the Pyhtas, corrouptly called PiFs, by the Ro- 
MANS; their Settlement in the North of BRITAIx; 
the Original of their NAME and the Nature Ex- 
tent, and Duration of their LANGUAGE. 

IV. Of the Scors from Ireland; and the Extent of the 
Eerſe Language; in order to diſtinguiſh it from the 
Engliſh in the North of BRIT ain; which vulgarly 
paſſes under the Name of Bread Scotch. | 
2. A Volume of SERMONs preached before the Univerſity 
of Oxford, printed in 1750. With a Preface tending to re- 
form ſome femarkably bad Practices, both in Church and State; 
to the Neglect of which, we principally owe our preſent Mis- 
fortunes. | | 
3. Political SERMONS, and DisCouRsts, collected into one 
Volume, under the Title of the Sentiments of a True ANTI- 
GALLICAN ; and dedicated to his Royal Highneſs the Duk x, 
1756. | 
* A ſecond ANTIGALLICAN Sermon preached in the 
Year 1756. upon the Terms of National Unanimity : With 
a Genealogical Table, ſhewing his MajesTY's antient Con- 
nexions, with the Crowns of theſe Kingdoms, long antece- 
dent in Time, to the Marriage of his Anceſtor with the 
Stewart Family. | 
5. Pokus upon ſeveral Occaſions, the ſecond Edition 
1757, containing an ODE to the King of Pruſſia, an Op 
of Conſolation to his R. H. the DUKE. Tephtha an Oratorio 
ſet to Muſick by Mr. STANLEY. Advice to the, Fait- 
Sex, Cc. 1 


y 
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Beloved believe not every Spirit, but try the 
Spirits whether they are 25 God; becauſe many 
falſe Prophets are gone out into the World. 
q to Mankind than true RELIGION, yet 
there has been infinite Miſchief done 
under the Colour of it; when it has been made to 
ſerve the Purpoſes of wicked and deſigning Men: 
Or what is equally fatal, when it has covered the 
Folly, or ſanctified the licentious Sallies of ſome 
deluding Zealot. Which ever of theſe can artfully 
join their Cauſe to the Cauſe of God, is generally 
ſure to meet with Proſelytes. For the Cauſe of 
Gop is what all good Men are willing and eager 
to eſpouſe, while few have had an Education, 
which can enable them without the Aſſiſtance 
of others, to diſcern the Nature of the Thing 
propoſed, under that intereſting and ſacred 
Name, and how little Connexion there may 


really be, between the Cauſe of God, that alarms 


them, and the ſundry ſpecious F ollies and Intri- 
gues of Men. 


HO, there is nothing of greater Benefit 


By this Means, the pityable Vulgar, whoſe 


Misfortune it is, to be deluded by Shews and 
Forms, have olken received the Cheat or Mad- 
man, with the fame Reverence which they 


would 
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2 A SER M ON before the Univerſity. 
would pay to a Saint or a Prophet; and have 


been conducted by them as implicitly. 

Some Centuries ſince, before true Chriſtianity 
had got footing amongſt us, our Anceſtors were 
miſerably under the Voak of Impoſtors, and 
abuſed without End, by lying Miracles, and pre- 
tended Revelations. ade all along ever ſince 


we have been a Nation, the Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, 
| hath with ſome Variation in it's Shape, appeared 


emongſt us, at certain dark Times, and fickly In- 
teryals, in the Con/titution of the State, or the 
Confirtutton of the People. For theſe Things are 
ſome how connected in Nature. When the 
Ignorance of the Vulgar grows frantick, and is 
joined by an uncommon Ferment in their Paſſions, 
they ſoon grow weary of old Rules and Orders. 
It matters not whether they be Civil or Religious, 
that they firſt intrude upon, Since the ſame 
reſtleſs Folly, that oppoſes the one, can hardly 
leave the other without Diſturbance. Thoſe, 
who rebel againſt their lawful Governers, ſel- 
don ſpare their lawful Teachers, and thoſe wha 
de ry their lawful Teachers, do ſometimes avow- 
edly, and always virtually oppoſe their lawful 
Governers, For why, in a Church by Law 
eſtabliſhed, every Miniſter is in his Province, a 
Civil OFFICER, as well as Eccleſiaſtical, and 
conſequently every Combination againſt the 
eſtabliſbed Prieſthood, is at the fame Time an 
Attempt againſt the ? civil Government, and a 


Axt. XXXIV. Of the Church of Egan. W hoforver through 
51 private Jucgment. Se. 


real 


of OxFoRD on Whitſunday, Gs. 3 
real Attack upon the Conftitution. Indeed ſuch 


Attacks may not always deſerve the Notice of 


the Magiſtrate, ſo far as to provoke him to 
Puniſhment, eſpecially where the Adverſary is 
inſignificant, and the Conſtitution is in other 
Reſpects firm, and out of Danger. Puniſh- 
ment, where there is no Call for it, would be 
miſapplied, and has ſometimes been the Means 
of making ſmall Diſturbances, and weak En- 
gines conſiderable: But when what was at 
firſt weak, is ſuffered through Negligence to 
row ſo extenſive in it's Operations, as to want 
only a little Encouragement and Direction, to 
give a Change to the whole Sytem, both of our 
Ecclefiaftical” and civil Polity, the Caſe is very dif- 
ferent ; and will demand of the Legiſſature, their 


moſt. ſerious Conſideration. In the mean Time, 


it cannot be improper, in a Nation like ours, 
where every  Malignity of Speaking and Writing, 
carries with it a moſt ſucceſsful Infection, I ſay ir 
cannot be 1 improper for that Set of Men, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is, 79 reprove and rebuke with all long- 
ſuffering, to be watchful upon theſe Emergenci:s 
and not to paſs over even hat fooliſh Pe eop le, 
that dwell in Sichem; but to prevent, wherever it 
may be apprehended, every Religious Compa: n- 
ing in our Streets, For this Reaſon, as it is; 
Precept beſt calculated for thoſe re Feat 
when the Diſeaſe affects the Skirts of the Peop Ie, 
and the Complaints ariſe from the eue Mul ti- 
tude, I chuſe to dwell upon the Paſſage in 1 ny 
Text : Becauſe it contains for the lower Sort; 
would they duly attend to it, Matter of ſuch e- 
cellent Advice, and timely Information, 


Belor ed, 
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4 Various Meanings of the 


Beloved, &c. 


Now, becauſe the Term every Spirit, ſup- 
poſes ſome Variety among them, and becauſe, in - 
Order to a Trial, they are to be ſeparated and 
diſtinguiſhed ; this Diſtinction may be beſt ap- 

rehended, perhaps, by conſidering, as I ſhall, in 
1 firſt Place. pl , 

The various Meanings of the Name and Ap- 
pellation, and what is the Import of the Word 
Spirit, as it ſtands in different Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture. 

And becauſe it is here ſuggeſted, that Prophet 
alſo, is the Name for a Perſon of a doubtful 
Character: I ſhall, in the ſecond Place, be care- 
ful to explain, 

SoME of the moſt remarkable Meanings, that 
are couched under that Appellation. 

And then in the third and laſt Place, after 
theſe Explications of the Terms; one may be 
able, with greater Variety and Accuracy, to lay 
down certain Rules for the Diſcovery, and Con- 
viction of falſe Prophets. 

Firſt, Then, 7 am to conſider the various 
Meanings of the word Shirit, as it ſtands in dif- 
ferent Paſſages of holy Writ. 

1. The Word Spirit is called in the Hebrew 
(mm) Ruack; in the Greek Scriptures, (ma) 
Pneuma. The Wordin it's primary Significa- 
tion, means the Air we breathe; or imply the 


Wi: nd, Thus it is ſaid, * tbe Breath of Man 


Pf. elxiv. 
a goeth 


Word Spirit in Scripture. 5 
gvelb forth. The Prophet Danrer ＋ ſpeaks of 
the four (Ruchee or) Winds of Heaven. 

2. Beſide, this fit Meaning, the Word hath 
Mill, in ſeveral Acceptations a Reſpect only to 
material Objects; but in a metaphorical Senſe, as 
when it means the Temper of the Man, and the 
Habit of the bodily Conſtitution : Thus we read 
of the Spirit of Teatouſy, meaning a jealous Tem- 
per, a Spirit of Infirmity, meaning a long Sick- 
neſs. 4 

. Beſide the Bodily Temper, it repreſents the 
Frame and Conſtitution of the MIN D. Thus 
Jos ſays, the Spirit of my Underſtanding, forces 
me to anſwer, 1. e. the Temper of my Mind, or 
the particular Apprehenfion, I have of Things, 
obliges me to reply to you. In a Senſe not very 
unlike this, the Spirit of Propheſy, is ſometimes 
to be underſtood, as meaning no more than the 
natural Bent and Tinfture of the Underſtanding; 
a Propen/ity to ſome Acls of the Prophetick Office. 
Thus St. Paul admoniſhing that unruly Order, 
tells them, that it was in their Power, to govern 
their prophetick Temper, and conduct themſelves 
by the Rules of Decency. For that the Spirits of 
the Prophets are ſubject to the Prophets. The 
word Sp:rit, does ſometimes denote alio the 
Diſorders of the Mind, as well as thoſe of the 
Body. Thus the Spirit of Error, means the 
natural Blindneſs of the Underſtanding, which 
obliges People to be always ſtumbling. A Mad- 


+ 4 Dan. 1 See Appendix, No. 1, | 


man, 


6 Various Meanings of the 

man, in the Old Teſtament, is called Spiritual; 
The Days of Viſitation are come, ſaith Hoſen, rael 
ſhall know it, the Fool is the Prophet, and the 
Madman is the Man of the Spirit. And in the 
New Teſtament, we read of the Wind of vain 
Doctrine, which hath no better Meaning than 
that Paſſage of Jerem2h v. 13. where he ſays, 
the Prophets ſhall become Wind, and the Word of 
the Lord is not in them. 

4. The word SPIRIT, by a Metaphor, means 
the Soul of Man, his immaterial and better Part. 

5. It means other immaterial Beings as Gop 
and the Holy Angels; the Devil and his Angels, 

6. It may ſigniiy the zmmaterial Influence of 
God's Holy Spirit, or that of any other Spirits 
upon the Souls of human Creatures, ſometimes 
with a Preſage of Futurity; at other Times it 
ſignifies a bare Impulſe from any of theſe, upon 
the Will of a Man fo as to alter for the preſent, 
his Behaviour, and this not attended with any 
Preſage of Futurity. 

7. Again, by the Word Spirit, the Scripture 
frequently expreſſes the Influence of Gop's Spirit 
alone, whether that be Ordinary or Extraord!- 
nary, and the various Degrees of either. There 
is generally though, ſomething particular in the 
Phraſe, by which each Kind, and the various 
Degrees of each Kind may be diſtinguiſhed: 
The extraordinary Influence, is fignified b 
ſuch Expreſſions as theſe, I will pour cut of my 
Spirit—lT was in the Spirit—The Spirit of the 
Lord came upon him—and this extraordinary In- 

fluence 


Word Spirit in Scripturr. 7 
fluence is not always to the ſame Purpoſe, or for 
the ſame Continuance, and never exerted but 
upon very high and uncommon Occaſions. The 
ordinary Influence amongſt Chriſtians, ſeems to 
be underſtood in ſuch Phraſes as theſe, born of 
the Spirit, ſhewing it to be a ſecond Nature, and 


like other Things, which are born with us, in 


it's Intent, laſting. And in this View, we receive 
that other Precept, Quench not the Spirit. SPIRIT 
in this Senſe is that G, of God, which in all 
Ages of the Church, hath been common to all good 
Chriſtians. There is nothing extraordinary, or 
mraculous in it's Operations. It is no more a 
Wonder in the ſpiritual, than the Blowing of 
the Wind in the natural World; it is always 
ſomewhere. And becauſe it was to be of common 
Uſe, our Saviour gives us the following De- 
ſcription, and his infinite Wiſdom, who ner 
what was in Man, knew for what Purpoſe he 
did it. * The Wind blzweth where it liſteth, and 
thou heareſt the Sound thereof, but canſt not tell, 
whence it cometh and whither it goeth, ſo is every 
one that is born of the Spirit. By the Words in 


the Cloſe of this Speech, it is plain, our Saviour 


meant it as an Alluſion or Compariſon. There 
muſt be a Similitude therefore between the 
Sptrit, and the Emblem, under which our Saviour 
repreſents it. Of the Emblem itſelf, he ſays, we 
are in part ignorant. The Wind bloweth where if 
liſtetb, and thou heareſt the Sound thereof, but 
eanſt not tell whence it cometh nor hither it goeth 


* John iii. g. 
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8 Various Meanings of the 

—By this Sound of the Wind, which we are 
faid to apprehend, are meant it's outward ſenſi- 
ble Effects: The Noiſe cauſed by the Reſiſtence 
or Fall of ſuch Objects, as it blows againſt, of 
which Effects our Reaſon and Senſes, our uſual 
Faculties are the Judges. Byt what is that, of 
which we are ignorant ? Why the Manner of 
its coming, and going, Thou canſt not tell 
whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth, and here- 
in chiefly lies the Similitude, for it is added, ſe 
is every. one that is born of the Spirit. The 
Marks of the Spirit therefore given us by our 
Saviour are ſenſible in the common Road, and 
if there be a Similitude in the Caſe, are to be 
diſcerned in the ſame outward Manner, as the 
Fall of a Tree, or the Wreck of a Ship, or any 
of thoſe Accidents, which are known to be 
Marks and Effects of a Tempel. Now theſe 
Things are viſible, and open ike to our own 
Obſervation, and often to the Obſervation of 
other People, who are Judges in part, as well 
as we, of every good Word and Work, that is 
manifeſt before them : Which good Words and 
Works are the only infallible Teſtimony of this 
Kind of Inſpiration. Our Saviour ſays not a 
Word of any unintelligible inward Feelings, 
diſtorting Agonies, or frightful Convulfions, For 
theſe he knew might proceed from bodily Diſ- 


orders; and Enthufiaſls have no Mark - diſ- 


tinouiſh, when they do not. Whereas a good 


55 Life can proceed but from one Cauſe ; SM 


there- 


4 8 1 1 « A. as al. 


Word Spitit in Scripture. 9 
therefore is a ſolid Teftimony that * God is with 
us; a Teſtimony not only convincing to our- 
ſelves, but to all that are round about us: Judge 
therefore, from the Propriety and Safety of the 

one above the other, which our Saviour intend- 
ed as the Mark of God's Holy Spirit; whether 
a precarious Conceit of a diſtempered Fancy, 9 
which may not abide by a Perſon the Compaſs 1 
of a Day, which ſinks with the Alteration of the 
bodily Temper, and of the Grounds of which 
he can never convince another ; or that which 
depends upon a reaſonable Conviction backed by 


the joint Aſſent, and general concurring Suffrage 
of Mankind. 


Theſe ſeem to be the moſt remarkable Mean- 
ings of the Word Spirit, as it ſtands in different 
Paſſages of Holy Writ. They are; we find, 
widely different from one another; and in 


* But not content with this, the Methodi/ts have carried theif 
Curiofity ſo for in hunting for extraordinary Marks, and Revelations, 
whereby to know the State of the Soul; that one of their Teachers, 
in Order to gratify their Humour, and take as great an Advantage 
df it as he could, is ſaid to have forged a Letter, dated from the 
Manſions above, which he read without Shame in the Pulpit, to the 
People of St. Sawiour's, Southwark, See it in the Appendix, No. 2. 

But that theſe Saints may learn to wean themſelves from a Curi- 
oſity no where authorized in Scripture, let them remember; that 
to determine upon the final State of Man's Soul, is only his Prero- 
gative, who is the Sovereign Judge of the World. 

And yet through the Licentiouſneſs of theſe Times, every the 
meaneſt Perſon in common Life, every doating oi Woman, every 
over-grown Apprentice, every new-ſainted Magdalene, encoura 
in their blaſphemous Practices by thoſe Irpo/fors, ſhall place them- 
ſelves upon the Tribunal of the Almighty, and deal out Damnation 
to their Fellow · Creatures, * 

This is ſuch a Preſumption, as is very offenſive to the Howour of 
God, and the Order of Society, and therefore very deſerving of 


publick Cenſure. | 
Number 
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Number ſufficient to perplex ignorant People; 
who read with warm Heads, and a Luſt of miſ- 
applying, under the Conduct too of Teachers, 
who are to build their Succeſs on ſuch Advant- 
ages. The foregoing Diſtinctions as they plain- 
ly ſhew, that it is not every Spirit, that is to be 
credited, may be a Means of preventing that 
Confuſion, which otherwiſe muſt ariſe from the 
promiſcuous Ule of a Term, which admits of ſuch 
a Variety of Interpretations. 

I now proceed to a critical Examination of 
the Word PROHET, which Examination does 
therefore take the cd Place; becauſe general- 
ly ſpeaking we muſt firſt diſcern the Spit of a 
Man, of what Kind it is, before we can judge 
of his Qualifications as a Prophet, or know in 
what Rank to place him, ſuppoſing him in any 
Degree capable of that Denomination. 

The Hebrew Word (waz) is moſt probably 
derived from the Word (wa) “ Boh to enter. 
Whence this Name imports, the Perſon, that en- 
tered, ſignifying thereby his Entrance into ſome 
ſacred Place + which was prohibited to the Peo- 


ple, 


Numb. xi. 8, 9. In the Oriental Languages the Letters | , g) 
A, W, I, are often put for one another. This is as much 2 Rule 
in the Hebrew as the Arabick, In the Derivatives X23 prapheta, 
and NN [ntroitus, there is = * for better ſound's ſake inſte-d of a 
1. Walle again in the word n Prophetia the Radical Letter 
has it's true Form, and plainly inews the Word's Original. 

' + Thus at Dehphos, 

e TT Ses; 
Hyelg T& Y it. TW £0W AND EA; 
Os TAG ior $aooe) glg Fist, 
aba wpirelg* f | Euripid. Jon. 
At 


Nord Spirit in Scripture. 11 
ple, to whom at his coming out he reported 
ſome Oracle, or made ſome Harangue. From 
this laſt Part of the Prophetick Office, one of 
the Rabbies took Occaſion to derive the Name 
from (zu) a Root, which ſignifies Elocution, 
Oratory, Preaching. 

The Word in the Greek Scriptures, which we 
retain in our Language, namely Prophet; ſigni- 
fies in it's Original, a Foreteller of future Events, 
but in it's uſual Acceptation among the GREEKs, 
the Chief of the Prieſts, the Perſon, who pre- 
ſided in the Temple over the Reſt, as chief 
Maſter of Religious Ceremonies, whether he 
gave out Oracles or not. Thus much of the 
Original, and moſt obvious Acceptations of the 
Words (waz) Nabib and Prophet, let us now 
enumerate ſome of their peculiar Meanings, in 
particular Places of Scripture, as far as may can- 
cern our preſent Purpole. Be it obſerved pre- 
viouſly to this, that the Name PRoPHET in the 
Hebrew, taken from one Verb, ſoon gave Riſe to 
another; a Thing common in other Languages“, 
and the Meaning of the new Verb extended not 
only tos the principal Office of a Prophet, but 
alſo (according to the Genius of the Hebrew 
Language, which is barren in Words) to the 
minute Actions of Perſons in that Character, 
and fo if a Perſon wore the Garb,of a Prophet, 


At the Temple of 7 upiter Ammon. there were the ſame Ceremonies, 
Ty; T adrug—itude T7; Seng lag PEE TCTAT Ty Antares. 
| : | Strabo. Lib. 17, 
Na, Thus in Greek from TeP73ps comes TeP%715, and 
N2J, thence auether Verb Tere. 
Naa, 
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12 Various Meanings of tbe 
eat like a Prophet, or prayed in their Manner; 
he was ſaid in the Hebrew to act the Prophet, 
which we in Engliſb improperly render to Pro- 
pbeſy. It was neceſſary to make this Remark, 
becauſe otherwiſe, when People read in the 
Bible, that ſuch an one prophefied, they may be 
induced to think, that he was acting in the High- 
eſt Part of that Character, and foretelling future 
Events: When perhaps conſidering the Perſon's 
whole Conduct, and Hiſtory, we ſhall find but 
little Reaſon to believe his divine Inſpiration. 
Thus for Inſtance the Prophets of Baal, when 
they offered up the Sacrifice, which was to de- 
cide the Controverſy between them and Elijab 
are ſaid to have * prophefied until the Time of 
offering the Evening Sacrifice, by which is meant 
only, that they were ſo long in paying their Ido- 
latrous Devotions. For thus the Text explains 
itſelf. And they took the Bullock, that was given 
' them, and they dreſſed it, and called on the Name 
of Baal from Morning even untill Noon, ſaying 
O Baal hear us. But there was no Voice, nor 
any that anſwered, and they leaped upon the Altar, 
which was made. And it came to paſs at Noon, 
that Elijah mocked them, and they cried aloud, and 
cut themſelves after their Manner with Knives and 
Lances, till the Blood guſhed out upon them. It is 
plain from hence, that People have been ſaid to 
propheſy, when they have had no Share of divine 
Inſpiration, when they have not been forete/ling 
future Events, but only performing their ordi- 


* 1 Kings xviii. 26, 27, 28. 


nary 
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nary Devotions, or doing ſome Act in the Man- 
ner, or in the Form of Prophets of this ot that 
Denomination. 

In this Senſe it is, that Saul was ſaid to Pro- 
Pbeſy, and to be among/t the Prophets. The Pre- 
difting Prophets termed in the New Teſtament, 
thoſe who have ſpoken, i. e. who foretold future 
Events, and were therefore called Seers, ſuſtained 
alſo another Office 6f a civil Nature. They were 
generally at the Head of ſeveral Seminaries, and 
Schools of young Men, whom they taught to 
follow their own Way of Life, and Form of 
Devotion, and of whom they were therefore ſaid 
to be the Fathers ; Becauſe they brought them 
up in this Way, and were ſometimes ſucceed- 
ed by them, in the holze/t Part of their Func- 
tions. Whoever frequented theſe Aſſemblies, and 
joined in any of their Actions, was ſaid to 
be of the Sons of the Prophets, to propheſy and to 
be among the Prophets. And this, according to a 
learned and ingenious Þ Interpreter, is the Mean- , 
ing of Saul's Propheſying, and moſt likely to 
be the true Meaning. 

For tho' it be added, * that the Spirit of the Lord 
ſhall come upon thee, and thou ſhalt be turned int9 
another Man, yet this is not to be underſtood of 
the divine Influence, with the Preſage of Futu- 
rity; but only of an Impulſe upon the Will, fo as 
to alter, for a Time, his Behaviour. For Saul by 
the Tenour of his Life was not eſteemed over 
Devout, but rather a Deſpiſer of Religious Cere- 
monies; and therefore by his ſudden Attachment 


+ Warburton's Divine Legation of Moſes, Vol. III. page 310. 
1 Sam. x. 11, | " © x Sam, x. 6. 


to 


2 


| 14 Various Meanings of the 
to them, might well be ſaid to be turned into ano- 


ther Man, though there was no other Change in 
his Character. But if from this Phraſe, the 


Spirit of the Lord ſhall come upon Thee, there 


remain yet a Suſpicion to any one that Saul | in 


bis Prophetick Temper, was rapt into Futurity, 
let us ſee the Force of the Expreſſion in other 
Paſſages of Scripture. 

It is faid of JePpHTHaA, that the Spirit F the 
Lord came upon him, and in Conſequence of this 
what did he? * Why be paſſed over Gilead and 


Manaſſeb, paſſed over Mizpeh of Gilead, and 
from M:izpeb of Gilead, he paſſed over unto the 


Children of Amnon. And if we read his Cha- 
racer, he is ſaid to be a mighty Man of Valour, 


and the Son of an || Harlot : But he is no where 


ſaid to have been a Prophet. This Spirit of the 
Lord then here mentioned was not the PRoPHE- 


"TICK Spirit. 


When the predicting Prophet is deſcribed the 
Expreſſions + are more pompous; thus we 
read of the Viſion c,. Iſaiah, the Sen of Amos, 
which be ſaw concerning Judah and Jeruſalem; 
Sc. The Word of the Lord came unto David's 
Seer. Theſe Terms were applied to none but 
ſuch as ſaw into Futurity, and had the miracu- 
lous Gift of repreſenting to the People Things 
to come; and in Token of I this Gift, either 
they wrought Miracles; or appealed to the Com- 
pletion of ſome Fact foretold by them; which 
when it came to paſs, was to the People one 


© Jodges xi. 29 ol „ Iſai, I, 2, 3 
# 1 Kings xviii. 36, 37, 38, | 
| Sign 
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Sign of the Reality of their Miſſions. In theſe 
Terms, Micaiab oppoſed the falſe. Prophets, 
who were deluding the King of Mael. He tells 
Zeadikiah one of his Opponents, that he ſhould 
have Conviction enough of his ( Micaiab's) being 
inſpired, When he ſhould go into an inner Chamber 
to hide himſelf. And he tells the KinG, that if 
he did return at all in Peace, the Lord hath not 
ſpoken by me, and he ſaid hearken, O People, every 
one of you. Such Circumſtances as theſe are 
generally the Marks of a Prophet, in the moſt 
proper and exalted Meaning of the Word. | 
Where there are no ſuch Circumſtances added 

in Scripture, the Word PRoPHET is nothing 
akin to miraculous divine Inſpiration, but is to be 
connected with ſome of the /ower Ideas of the 
Prophet's Office, ſuch as have been before de- 
ſcribed, or ſuch as obtains moſt frequently in the 
New Teſtament, which ſhall be here, in the 
laſt Place, more particularly explained. The 
Idea, I mean, is that of the Prophet in the Cfi.e, 
of an Orator or Preacher. Thus we read in 
Neßbemiab, thou haſt appointed Prophets to 
preach of thee in Jeruſalem, i. e. to make Speeches. 
In which Senſe 1 obſerved before, that one of the 
Jewiſh Rabbies underſtood the Hebrew Word, 
and in which Senſe the Greek Word in the New 
Teſtament + is generally to be taken : Thus it 
is ſaid of Judas and Silas, Legates from the firſt 
Council, upon the Controverly with the Gen- 
tiles, that being Prophets, i. e. eloquent Preachers, 


* 1 Kings xxii. 25 and 28. + Acts xv. 32. 
— they 
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they exhorted the Brethren with many Words and 
confirmed them. The Reaſon for their inter- 

fing, according to the Hi/terian, is taken 
From the Nature of their Office. There muſt 
have been a Fitneſs then in their Office for this 
Purpoſe; a natural Connexion between it, and 
the Buſineſs, which called upon them to exert it; 
But their Buſineſs was to ſet People right in a 
Matter of Debate and Reaſon : The Notion of a 
Prophet here then was only that of Reaſoner. 
For otherwiſe theſe Prophets might have uſed 
divine Authority with the People (a ſhorter Me- 
thod than the Uſe of ſo many Words) to have 
confirmed them. | 

St. PAuL's Deſcription of the Prophets in the 
. New Teſtament, as a common Order ſubſiſting in 
the Church, puts it paſt a Doubt, that they were 
only an Order of Preachers ; without any Thing 
miraculous in their Characters. For he ſays they 
were not deſigned by God Almighty, for a Means 
of Conviction to Infidels, like thoſe, who had the 
miraculous Gift of Tongues. But had they 
been in an extraordinary Manner divinely in- 
ſpired, they would have been as much a Wonder 
as the other. It is a plain Proof then, that they 
pretended not to miraculous divine Inſpiration. 
* Tongues, i. e. the miraculous Gift of ſpeaking 
divers Languages, was for a Sign to them that 
believed not, but Propheſying ſerveth not for (the 


Miraculous Conviction of) Unbelievers, but for 


them, which believe. And all that the Apoſtle 


Cor. xiv, 22. 


ſays 
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fays of this Service was, that * it was ſpeaking to 
Men to Ediſication, Exbortati on, and Comfort. 
And whether they did this well or not, the other 
were to judge. If another had a better Appre- 
benſion of the Thing, the firſt Preacher was to 
hold his Peace: For he adds | the Spirits of the 
Prophets are Subject to the Prophets. A plain 
Proof, that theſe Spirits were none but their 
own. For a diſtinct Being has a diſtinct Vill; 
and we cannot force the Will of another Man, 
much leſs that of another Spirit, which in the 
Caſe of Inſpiration, muſt be in all its Faculties 
our Superiour. Upon the whole then, it ap- 
pears that the ordinary Church-Prophets of the 
New Teſtament, or thoſe, who ſpoke in the Aſ- 
ſemblies, had no Pretence to miraculous divine 
Inſpiration. One would wonder therefore, by 
what irreligious Boldneſs, and Blaſphemous 
Preſumption, & our Preaching Prophets now-a- 
days pretend to it. If it was not neceſſary in 
the Infancy of the Church, they can never with 
Reaſon ſay, that it muſt be neceſſary now, in 
Places, where Churches are grown to Maturity, 
and by Law e/tabliſhed. With what View this 
Opinion is maintained one cannot favourably 
conceive. Whether it be the Deſign of theſe 
People to undermine the Name, and Faith of 
Chriſtians is beſt known to God and their Con- 
ſciences, but that they do in Fact join Hands 
with Infidels is certain, by their fixing upon Re- 
ligion thoſe very Falſhoods and Abſurdities, 


Ver. 3, 4 Ver. 29, J 32. 5 See Appendix No. III. 
which 
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18 Rules for the Diſcovery 


which in the Eſteem of the Infidel Party * tend 
directly to its Diſgrace and Ruin. Whatever 
their Deſigns may be, we ſhall be able at leaſt 
to form ſome Opinion of the Nature and Ten- 
dency of their Conduct, after that I have in the 
laſt Place laid down. 

Certain Rules for the Diſcovery and Convicti- 
on of falſe Prophets. 

The Means of diſcovering a falſe Prophet, 
are either his Words or Actions. 

St. Joux A in the Verſe following the Text, 
bids us form a Judgment of a Man by the Mat- 
ter of his Doctrine. Hereby, faith he, know we 
the Spirit of God. And in the Old Teſtament, 
the Matter of a Man's Doctrine is made the Teſt 
of his Miſſion in Oppoſition to the Power of 
working Miracles, Deut. xii.) F there ariſe 
among you a Prophet or a Dreamer of Dreams, 
and giveth thee a Sign or a Wonder : And the Sign 
or the Wonder come to paſs, whereof be ſbake un- 
to thee ſaying, let us go after other Gods—end let 


ws ſerve them. Thou ſhalt not hearken unto the 


Words of that Prophet or Dreamer of Dreams. 
For the Lord your God proveth you—Ye ſhall walk 
after the Lord your God, and fear him, and keep 
his Commandments, and obey his Voice. — And that 
Prophet or Dreamer of Dreams ſhall be put to 
Death, becauſe he hath ſpoken to turn you away 
from the Lord your God. To the fame Purpoſe St. 


© See an Infidel Book entitled, Chriftianity not founded on * 
ment; wherein the Author pretends to defend Religion upon the 
Principles of Merhed;fts, and expoſes it with the utmoſt Scorn. 

＋ Ef. 

Paul 


of falſe Prophets. 19 


Paul admoniſhes the Galatians, when ſome had 
troubled them and were perverting the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. J we or an Angel from Heaven, faith he, 
preach any other Goſpel than that, which we have 
* preached unto you, let him be accurſed. Before 
our Reception therefore of any Prophet ; it is 
indiſpenſably our Duty in the firſt Place, to look 
particularly, to the Matter of his Speech, or Doc- 
trine, as one Means of forming a right Judg- 
ment concerning him. 


And the Marks we are to look to are ſack as 
theſe. 


t. Whether his Account of himſelf be not above 
Bis real Character? 

2. Whether his other Doctrines be not for their 
Matter falſe and incredible ? 

3. Whether what he ſays, upon any Subject, be 
in Point of Propriety and Diſcretion, ſuited and 


agreeable to a Prophet's Name, and the Dignity 


of an holy Function? 
And in judging of theſe important Articles, 
we are to be guided as the Matter ſhall re 
Either by the common Principles of Ne. 


ſon 
By the Holy Scripture. taken in the general, 4s 
the 2 of God :—Or by particular Paſſages 
collected from the ſame. | 
Or in Caſes, where theſe are filent, and our 
own Reaſon not capable of judging ; it is ſafeſt 
to follow the Advice of the Schools of the Pru- 
pbets, and the lawful Priefthood of the Nation. 
"Oy We are to conſider, whether the Pro- 
phet's 
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phet's Account of himſelf, be not above his real 
Character. 

Ihe different Degrees of ſuch as promiſcu- 
ouſly bore the Name of Prophet in Scripture have 
been before diſtinguiſhed. Thoſe, which we 
have generally moſt Occafion to note are, or 
would ſeem to be, of the Order of haranguing 
Prophets, or thoſe, which preach to the People. 
But as there is much Reaſon to doubt whether 
many, that are thus employed, have any juſt 
Title to exerciſe that Office, it may be proper in 
the fir/# Place, to examine their Claim even to 
this, and determine its Merits. 

Every publick Teacher of all Orders and De- 
grees 5 Men amongſt us, ought to receive his 
Commiſſion, either from Ge/pe/—Ordinances, or 
be authoriſed * by Powers and Privileges grant- 
ed by the Laws of the Realm, to this or that 
Society. And whoever aſſumes the Office of a 
preaching Prophet or Teacher, not warranted 
by Goſpe/ Orainances, or countenanced by the 
Laws of the Land; is, with Reſpe& to the 
: Goſpel, an Antichriſtian Teacher and falſe Pro- 
Phet, and with Reſpect to the State a Mover of 
Sedition, and a mutinous Diſturber of the pub- 
lick Peace, that acts in Contempt, and Defiance 
of the Laws eſtabliſhed. This is the Caſe of 
thoſe who intrude themſelves as haranguing 
PRoPHETS, not having a convincing Teſtimony, 
that they are truly called, or . by 
due Authority. 


* Art. xxiii. of the Church of Erg t is not lawful for any 


With 


Man to take upon kim the Office, 22 See Ap. No. IV 


* 


bf falſe Prophets. 1 


With regard to thoſe, who receiving proper 
Orders to inſtruct the People, do yet vainl 
magnify their Office beyond the Truth, and add 


ſomething #1710us to their Character, by high 


Pretences to miraculous Inſpiration, they too are 

falſe Prophets as well as the former. —For in 
Virtue of their Office no miraculous Inſpiration 
was ever promiſed them ; nor upon that Ac- 
count ever granted in the apoſtolick Age, when 
the Church, if ever, ſtood moſt in need of it. 

Theſe Circumſtances are to be regarded, when 
we conſider in the fit Place, whether the Pro- 
phet's Account of himſelf be not above his real 
Character, 

When we look to his other Doctrines, we ma 
judge in great Part by the Principles of Reaſon, 
whether they be true or falſe, or whether the 
Man be turning us from the Lord our God. 
For he is actually engaged in this diabolical 
Employment, if he mſrepreſents the divine Na- 
ture, making him ſo * fooliſh as to overlook the 
obvious Diſtinctions of Vice and Virtue ; and fo 
unjuſt as to ſet no manner of Eſtimation upon 
Virtue, nay even to accept of Vice before it. 
Such Doctrines we can condemn by the Light of 
Reaſon, independent of Revelation. 

And by the Character of the Holy Scriptures, 
taken in general as the Word of God, we may 
judge of a falſe Prophet by ſuch Mar#s as theſe. 

＋ If he makes the Scriptures contraartt them- 


* S-e Appendix, No. 5, 
+ Art. xx. he Cpuren may not ſo expound one Place of Scrip- 
ture, that it be repugnant to another, c. 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, or deduces from thence any Doctrines 


deſtructive 0 moral Virtue, and the Peace and 
Happineſs of Human Society. 

For we know by the Light of Reaſon, (and 
upon the Footing of Reaſon, we receive the 
Scriptures as the Word of God) that the Scrip- 
ture cannot contradict itſelt. Therefore if it ſay, 
that Chriſt will render to every Man according to 
his Works, Matt. xvi. 27.) and that Faith with- 
out Works is dead, it can never be ſuppoſed to 
mean, that Faith can fave a Man without good 
Works. If the Scripture uttered Contradictions, 
it were not fit to be believed. For one Side of a 
Contradiction muſt be falſe. But we know that 
the Text of Scripture is to be believed, and there- 
fore by the general Character of Scripture, as the 
Word of God, we know, that he who charges it, 
with Contradictions is a falſe Prophet. | 

And by the ſame Character we know that no 
Doctrines can come from it, deſtructive to moral 
Virtue, or the Order, Peace, and Happineſs of 
Society. 

Upon theſe Points too, even the particular 
Paſſages of Holy Scripture expreſly oppoſe the 
Doctrine of our modern Prophets. With Regard 
to moral Virtue ; there are Paſſages, which en- 
Join it as * indiſpenſably neceſſary to future Hap- 
pineſs : And with Regard to our domeſtick and 
civil Conduct, it is preſcribed that wwe ſtudy to be 
quiet, and to do our own Buſineſs. It we * not 
work, we are not to eat. And it is only while 


* Heb. xii. 14. 


we 
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we are merry, and at lelſure that St. Jams ad- 


viſes us to be ſinging of Pſulms. 
And thus we may make the Scriptures the 
Touch-ſtone for the Trial of falſe Doctrine. 
Where thoſe are ſilent, and our own Reaſon 
not capable of judging, it is ſafeſt to follow the 
Advice of the Schools of the Prophets, and the 
lawful Prieſthood of the Nation, for when we 


cannot tell how to preſerve our Health, we ap- 


ply to the regular Phy/ician, and when we are 
to ſeek in Matters of Right to ſome approved 
Counſeller : And therefore by Parity of Reaſon, 
when we are in Doubt in Religious Matters, we 
ſhould conſult our regular and approved Paſtors, 
who are appointed by Laws divine and human, 
to be our Guides and Directors on ſuch Subjects. 
The falſe Prophets are ſo ſenſible, that the Opi- 
nion of theſe will lie againſt them, that it is ge- 
nerally one of their firſt Artifices to decry, and 
abuſe the national Clergy. It will be well worth 
while to obſerve upon ſuch Occaſions, whether 
their Attacks are not againſt ſome of the beſt and 
ablegt; ſuch as among the wiſer and better Sort 
of all Denotinations, have always born for Piety 
and Learning, * the higheſt Reputation. If this 
be the Caſe, it is almoſt an infailible Mark of a 
Falſe Prophet. For what other Opinion can we 
have of thoſe Men, who oppoſe the beft and ableſt 
of God's Miniſters, but that their Doctrines are 
oppoſite to the Doctrines of theſe, and conſe- 
quently in Proportion as falſe, and as much to 


„ See Appendix, No. VI. 
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be avoided, as thoſe of the other. demand out 
Attention? Thus far the Rules of Judging; whe- 
ther the Doctrines of a reputed Prophet be falſe 
or encredible. 

To diſcern in the third Place, whether what 
he ſays upon any Subject, be in Point of Pro- 
priety and Diſcretion, ſuited and agreeable.to. a 
Prophet's Name and the Drgnzty of an hey Func- 
tion: We need only bear in Mind that Precept 
in Scripture. 1f any Man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as 
the Oracles of God; not only conformably to their 
Doctrine, or in their Wards, but according to 
their Manner; with that Fitneſs of Expreſſion, 
and prudent D which remarkably ap- 
pear in the Holy Scriptures, though written in 
diſtant Times, and originally to People of an- 
other Language. Now if this be required of 
every Speaker, we muſt ſurely expect it in an 
high Degree of all, who affect to be conſidered 
as more fignificant than ordinary, and decry the 
reſt of their Brethren. In their Diſcourſes, and 
Writings, there ſhould appear ſuch a Degree of 
proper Eloquence, ſuch Authority, Order and 
Decency, as might render their Speech and 
Preaching, a Kind of Standard to Chriſtian 
Orators. 

Were this a Trial in a Court of Judicature, a 
Perſon might not only arraign upon every Arti- 
cle, but be minute in Point of Evidence : Par- 
ticularly upon the preſent Head, there might be 
produced ſome extraordinary Examples of the 
ſurprizing Weakneſs of ſome, who would pats for 


inſpired Teachers. The Exp.e.i.ons indeed 
have 
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have been already noted in a proper Manner 
another Way, * but if they had rot, they muſt 
here eſcape a particular Cehſure. Becauie their 
Folly S ch is ſo extreme, that in a 
Place ſo ſerious, as this, they cannot be men- 
tioned. 0 

big ſaid thus much 10 their Dedrine, 
which is generally the moſt glaring Diagno/tick 
of falſe Prophets, T have only ſome few-RuLEs 
to add for judging of them by their Conduct 
and Actions upon the ſame Principles, that 
we examined their Doctrines, and ſhall then 
conclude. 

Remarks on this Subject, may be reduced to 
certain general Heads, as firſt. 

It may be enquired whether a Man's Conduct 
be conſiſtent with common Senſe. For as it hap- 
pened 1 in the Days of the Prophet Hoſea, it may 
kr in ours, that a Foo/ ſhould affect to be a 

5 and the Madman talk of Inſpiration: 

then by ſcanning their Conduct, we may 
ny their Weakneſs. And if it appear, that 
God hath diſqualified any Perſon for perform- 
ing the common Offices of Life, with that 
Diſcrelion, which the world requires, it can 
never be imagined, that he ſhould make Choice 
of ſuch defe#:ve Inſtruments to ſhare his ſecret 
Counſels, or plan his glorious Diſpenſations . 
Such People indeed ate generally by their own 
Diſcourſe of as high Importance as the greateſt 


* Sce Appendix, No. VII. See Appendix, No. VIIÞ 
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Prophets, big with as mighty Things, and as 
much concerned in their Production. We are 
at Liberty however to diſbelieve them in both 
Cafes. Firſt, for want of Evidence, from other 
Quarters, that the Things are probable : And in 
the next Place, becauſe conſidering the Temper 
and Sirit of the Men, we know, that there 
is no Credit to be given People in their Con- 
dition. 

+ Beſides Examining the Confiſtency of their 
SCHEMES with common Senſe, We muſt conſi- 
der, whether they be conducted with common Ho- 
nefly. For no Adminiſtration can be looked up- 
on, as coming from God, or carried on under, 
his Direction, if it be ſupported by ſuch Methods, 
or tend to ſuch Purpoſes, as the good Part of 
Mankind diſapprove of, and abhor. 

The End of all Inpoſtors however diſguiſed 
or diſlembled, is everſome Kind of worldly Gain 
or Point of Intereſt. In the Courſe of their 
Conduct, it is difficult for them, to conceal their 
Views entirely. If they are actuated by the Love 
of Fame or Popularity; their Deſign will be- 
tray itſelf by O/tentation and Vanity: If filthy 
«Lucre be the Motive, the Love of it will appear, 
either by the U/e they make of it, or the Means 
of getting it. For Inſtance, if it be gathered by 
Arts inconſiſtent wich common Humanity, if 
gorung from the Poor, to whom it ſhould be gi- 
ven, diſtraind from the Mite of the helpleſs Mi- 
dos, and picked from the Bread of weeping and 
defrauded Orphans. 

| Beſides 


of falſe Prophets. a7 
Beſides Inbumanity in the Methods of getting 
Wealth, One may obſerve in ſuch People a Kind 
of Artifice, not only to be abhorred of a Chriſtian, 
but to be deſpiſed of a generous Heathen : An 
Artifice, which the Scripture anciently hath 
charged on them, that of creeping into Houſes and 
leading captive filly Women laden with Crimes * 
z. e. applying to the weakeſt of our Species in 
their weakeſt Moments, an Argument that they 
are afraid of human Nature, where it appears 
fleady and upright, armed with its proper Strength 
and the Uſe of a right Underſtanding. & Their 
Deſigns even here are not without a Mark to 
make them viſible, becauſe their Haunt is gene- 
rally where their Prey is expected, and in the 
Place where the Carcaſs lies, there like the 
Eagles they gather together. | 
If ſuch Men as theſe there be, and ſuch Men 
as theſe, it is loudly complained there are, can 
we look upon them as any better than Impoſtors? 
Can we reconcile ſuch Practices with their 
yaunted Speeches ?—lIs it to theſe the HoLy 
SPIRIT (whoſe Errand is never trivial) de- 


The Scripture adds, that they are ver- learning, and never 
coming at the Knowledge of the Truth : Which ſhews ſuch a D-yrze 
of Weakneſs, as abſolutely to require the ?!Maoagement of other 
People. And therefore as St. Paul calls the Husband the Head of 
the Mie, I ſhould adviſe any induſtrious Tradeſman, who happens 
to be tied to one of theſe f//y Creatures, to exert his Authority, and 
inſiſt upon being both her Husband, and her Priefl. For if ſhe fall 
into bd Hands, ſuch Agitations of the Mind may drive her to D., 
traction, or give great Diſturbance to his own Peace, and that of 
bis Family. | | 

F This alludes to the Situation of their Conventicles and Meet- 


ing- Houſes. 
ſcends 
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ſcends continually with as much Pomp, as when 
on the Day of Pentecoſt, he ruſhed from Hea- 
ven to inſpire CHRIS T's true AposTLES—or is it 
for the Honour of the Chriſtian Name, that 
they will have theſe their Follies condemned, as 
they are by their Superiours, and all ſober Chrif- 
tians yet publiſhed in Gath and Aſtalon, to make 
themſelves at once the Scorn and Tools of In- 
fidels ? 

It has been the Concern of two vigilant and 
tous * Prelates, and it is the Buſinefs of eve 
1nferior Paſtor and Curate to guard his People 
from this inſinuating and reſtleſs Leaven. It is 
in the mean Time the Duty of the People, to 
pray for ſuch a Portion of God's Holy Spirit, as 
may enable them to diſtinguiſh between the 
empty Sounds of wild Enthufiaſm, and the Solid 
Truths of the Word of God. That ſo the Rei- 
gion of Enklsr, which hath hitherto been a 
reaſonable Religion, may not offend the ſen/ible 
and good Part of Mankind, by being dr uiſed 
among the Vulgar, or deformed, by the Geneve 
Dectrines of Blaſphemous, or Ignorant, « delud- 

ing, or deluded Men. 

Now to God, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, Might, 
Majeſty, and Dominion, now and for ever- 
more. 


Dr. Gisson, late Biſhop of London, and Dr. LAvincrox, 
the preſent Lord Biſhop of Exeter. 


The END of the Ses mon. 
AP. 
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THE 


TAP-P EN 5 1 X: 


CONTAINING, 


Senie Specimens of the Blaſphemous De@rines, and 
Deluſions of MEeTHopisTs, and Methodiſtical 
Writers, noted and cenſured in the foregoing SERMON. 


NUMBER I. 
Of Mock Possts$10Ns and INSPIRATIONS. 


THERE have been Reports lately of ſtrange Experiments 
tried by the Methodiſis upon Women in Hy/terick Fits, 
and young Perſons in rs a under Pretence of exorci- 
ing; or treating that Weakneſs, as the Poſſeſſion of a Devil, 
which is only a Bodily yg But theſe Things being 
tranſacted in private, and fome of their Conventicles at cer- 
tain unſeaſonable Times of Meeting, being cloſe ſhut up, 
contrary to Law, the World is only left to infer; that 
fomething is doing, which will not admit of publick Inſpecti- 
on, though they cannot tell the Particulars, but imagine the 
Buſineſs to be of this Sort, as the common People among 
the Methodiſts are full of ſuch Notions, and their Teachers 
countenance the fame in Print, Mr. WESLEY ſpeakin 
of a Child about ſeven Years old, gives us a Relation, which 
ews he believed her Caſe to be a Poſſeſſion of one Sort or 
other, he calls it the Spirit, or Revelation of the Lord, but 
it is ſtrangely worded, ——< The next Sunday Night, the 
Lord revcaled himſelf (ſays he) to her in an amazing Man- 
ner, and for ſome Hours the was ſo wrapped up in his Spirit, 
that we knew not where ſhe was- ſinking to nething 
in the Diſcovery of his Majcſty, and Glory in Jeſus Chriſt, 
her eternal Portion and, by the uncommon Earneſtneſs, 
the Spirit gave her to wre/tle for the Churches, ſhe thought 
t 
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that an uncommon Work will be wrought on the Earth, 
Many ſuch Inſtances of the Out-pouring of the Spirit have 
we among us.” 1 e 

© See the late Biſhop of London's Obſervations on the Con- 
duct, &c. of the Methodiſts, Pag. 19. 

And P. 10. for Evidences of the Co-operation of the Holy 
Spirit, by ſudden * Agonies, + Roarings and Screamings, f 
Tremblings, | Droppings-down, & Ravings and Madneſſes; 
into which their Hearers have been caſt 3 according to the 
Relations given of them in the Journals referred to ? 


* Mr. Whifield's Journal VI. p. 36.— VII. p. 57, 
69, 75- Mr. Weſic)'s Journal III. Pag. 26, 41, 45, 
59, 64, 95. + Mr. I bitfield's Journal VII. 
pag. 74. Mr. Weſley's Journal III. pag. 40, 44, 50, 
62, 79, 83, 92, 93, 94. t Pag. 41, 43, 50, 58, 
61, 93. | Mr. Whitfield's Journal VII. pag. 12, 
60. Mr. Weſley's Journal III. pag. 41, 43, 46, 50, 
58, 59, 61, 64, 65, 83. § Pag. 44, 50, 88, 90, 92, 93. 

| NUMBER HI. 
H ERE follows as an Inſtance of direct REvtLaTION, 
the famous Letter, which was read in Sermon-time at . 
St. Saviour's, the biggeſt Church in Southwark, and then 
crouded with Methodiſis, by one Mr. Jones, who ſince the 
Death of Dr. Slococt, has had Permiſſion to act as Chaplain 
there, it is taken from the printed Copy, publickly ſold in the 
Borough, for the Edification of ſuch of the Pariſhoners as were 
abſent, they being generally excluded their Scats by the law- 
leſs Rabble, who are his Followers. 


| From the Manſions above, 
My dear Chriſtian Friend and Brother, 

80 H you was, when I was cloathed with Mortality, 
and fuch you are yet, though I am now in an unembo- 
dicd State. The Change there is made as to me, makes no 
Alteration as to the Relation there is between us. We are 
both Members of Chriſt's myſtical Body. We were both 
Members of the Church -militant together, and we ſhall 
both join the Church triumphant, 1 am only come hither 
a little before you, ſoon ſhall I ſee my dear Fido, and my 
other dear weeping Friends, and rejoice with them for ever. 
Don't be afraid. Jeſus Chriſt is a faithful Saviour. He will 
keep thit which you have committed to him. You may 
trult him both in Life and Death. Death is the moſt trying 
| Sea- 
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Seafon ; but here the dear Mediator will not fail you. I 
am an Evidence of it. There is a Solemnity in Death 
which cannot be expreſſed, yet the Paſſage is ſafe. Oh what 
3 Change! What new ſurprizing Scenes appeat ! 

o ſooner was my Breath gone, but a Convoy of miniſtring 
Spirits, who were attending, conducted me to the Manſions 


of Glory; where the ever-adorable Jeſus, with a Smile in- 


conceivably tranſporting, invited me to take Poſſeſſion of 
that Happineſs which he purchaſed at ſo dear a Rate as his 
own Blood. And now, my Brother, think, yes think if you 
can, what I now feel, what I now enjoy ! Did Paul fay it 
was better to be with Chrift than in the Body ? I now know 
it, Did the diſtant View of Glory, make Miſes refuſe the 
Grandeur of Egypt? No Wonder, when it is ſo great, ſo great 
that none can tell it. Oh the Exchange I have made ! Oh 
the Happineſs that Grace has exalted me to! I am now no 
more watering my Couch with Tears, but filled with Full- 
neſs of Joys which will remain for evermore. I am now no 
more ſipping at the Streams, but drinking a full Draught at 
the Fountain-Head. I am no more clogged with a Lump of 
Clay, or pining under Diſorders and Pains of Body; I am 

ſet at full and perfect —_— and am got where Sorrow ne- 
ver comes. I am now perfect in Holineſs. I am no more 
ſabje to Sin; every Faculty of my Soul is freed from the 
ſad Contagion, and all find ſweet Employment in the noble 
Services of Heaven. Now I ſee clearly that myſterious, but 
glorious Scheme of Salvation through Jeſus Chriſt ; its Beau- 
ties raviſh my Soul, and fill me with Admiration. I now ſee 
the various Beauties of Providence, and find the higheſt En- 
tertainment in the Views of what once ſo much puzzled and 
perplexed me. I now feel a divine Ardor filling my whole 
Soul, and running through every Service, without that Sloth- 
fulneſs and Indolence which once attended me, and was but 
feebly complained of, I am no more that formal, indifferent, 
languiſhing Creature I was on Earth, but my Soul now feels 
the Fire of Divine Love, which burns with a perpetual and 
uninterrupted Flame, being fed with the conſtant and glo- 
rious Manifeſtations of the Love of him that ſitteth upon the 
Throne and the Lamb. Here I have found your dear Pa- 
tent, and many of my dear and valuable Friends. What a 
numerous Aſſembly, and all harmonious. Here's no Envy, 
no Jealouſy, no Shyneſs or Coldneſs, but perfect Love, 
and a ſweet Contention, _- ſhall ftrike the loudeſt String, 


and 
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and ſing Grace! Grace ! the loudeſt. Here are no depte- 
cĩatin eches of Jeſus Chriſt, no Attempts to rab him of 
his Glory ; but all as with one Voice cry out, Harthy it the 
Lamb to receive, &c. Oh where am I got! What is my 
Happineſs ! Beyond Expreflion! I was once a Warrior, 
now a Conqueror, yea more than a Conqueror. No more 
upon Mount Piſgah. I have got over Jordan. I am be- 
holding the Glory of Chriſt; and, in fine, my Veſſel is as 
full as it will hold. My Pen cannot deſcribe the Glories of 
Paradiſe. Oh my Friend, be trimming your Lamp. Haſten 
the Time, fly away ye lingering Moments, and bring my 
dear Fido, and my other dear Friends, to the Arms of Jeſus, 
to {ce and enjoy what I enjoy. | - 
And now what wait I for ? To ſee my dear Friends with 
me, to ſee the Number of God's Elect compleated, to hear 
the Trumpet ſound on the glorious Reſurrection Morning. 
What is my Employment but to love, adore, and praiſe 
throughout Eternity ? Farewel till I fee here. Goon 
our Way rejoicing. Chriſt has your Inheritance ſafe in 
his Hands, and you ſhall ſurely have it. Oh love him, love 
him more and more, and lay out yourſelf for him. My Love 
to your dear Companion; tell her to preſs forward, and ſhe 
Hall not be diſappointed. Adieu, adieu. | 
Your eternally uffeAionate Frima, 
And triumpbant Brother, 
Sau UuEZL HAYWARD, 
: REYMARKS Sen the LETTER, 
As this Letier bas thus undergone a double Publication, 
the FixsT from the Pubir, the oTHER from the Preſs, we 
muſt imagine, that the Publiher was heartily concerned, 
that the World ſhould believe the Contents of it. But if ſo, 
let us enquire whether he believed the Contents of it him- 
ſelf, to wit; that it came from the Place from whence it 
was dated, i. 5. the anfions above, that it was a true and 
real Deſcription of Tranſations in the other Nor li, penned, 
and compoſed and communicated by the Miniſtry of the Spirit 
of a Perſon departed, as it is plainly, and in direct Terms 
 @fferted in the Letter itſelf. | | 
Ir he did believe all this, he is a Madman and a very 
dangerous Leader to ſuch of his Followers as are in the ſame 
Condition: But if he did not believe it, then his Character 
muſt appear much blacker ; becauſe, if he was not ng, the 
wnole 


from the Writings of the Methodiſts. 33 


whole Affair was the Effect of ſome De/ign, and that a very 
bad one, impious with eſpe to God, and villainous with 
Reſpect ts Men, as being no other than to try how far the 
comma People might be impoſed upon, and made ſubſer vient 


to evil Purpoſes. | | 

But i it be a cus Ning to lead thoſe, who are deprived 
of their Bodily Sight from the fafe Way, that is direct before 
them: How much more unpardonable muſt it be, to ſeduce 
a Number of poor blind Soils from the Paths of right Reaſon? 
and when they were expecting to hear, what they call the 
true Goſpel of CHRIS, to make ſuch a cruel Experiment 
upon their Credulity, by preſenting them a Revelation of an- 
other Sort, and in the pretended Character of their Paſtor, 
and Guide, to afcend the Pulpit, and deliver that, as an 
Oracle of God, which he knew in his Heart to be an abami- 
nabls Lis. 

With what HoxROR muſt all Hong, and 4 Men be- 
hold this Hypocrite; in the very A of Deluſion, lifting up 
his Eyes to Heaven, and thundeggg out Damnation to others, 
while he b:me/f was offending againſt common Honefly. 
Mere there no Officers of the Pariſh to take Notice of his 

Conduct, and report it to his Superior s? 

No Superior to reſtrain ſuch an ImeosTOR as this? who 
could thus abuſe his Truſt, and proſtitute his Character as 
a Prizft of the Church of EnGLAND to ſerve the viel 
Purpoſes, to delude the People he undertook to inſtruct, 
and make Religion a Jeſt, By mixing it with lying Tales 
and preteuded REVELATIONS. 

| NUMBER III. 

An Account of pretended extraordinary Inſpirations 
vouchſafed to Mr. WHITFIELD, and accompanying him in 
his Office as a Preacher. 

2 I. Pag. 44. In the Midſt of my Diſcourſe, the 
4 Power of the Lord Jeſus came upon me Pag. 46. Gon 
“ gave me particularly toward the Cloſe of my Sermon to 
6 you with divine Energy.— Journal VII. Pag. 66. The 
Loy gave me the Text, I preached on, juſt before the 
Meeting, directed me to a Method as I was going up the 
„ Pulpi: Stairs, and enabled me to diſcourſe with an uncom- 
mon Clearneſs, Freedom and Power, Heard of one that 
received the Hal Gheſt immediately upon my preaching 
„ Chrift,—the Divine Preſence was | z upon me.” &@ 


Lerd Eiſtep of London's Obſervations, Pag. 14, 15+ 
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NUMBER IV. | 


Notwithſtanding their Profeſſions of Obedience to the 
Church of England, it is evident, that they have attempted to 
ſet up a new Form of Church-government over AssociA- 
TIONs, and monthly and quarterly MEETINGS, under the 
Directions of Superintendents, Exhorters, and Moderators 
through the Kingdom : In Contempt of the Authority of our 
BisHoes, and without any Authority from the State. 
Our Saviour was much with me, teaching and helping 
* me (Mr. Whitfield) to fill my Place of Moderator in a 
particular Manner.” Then for VisITATIONS—* in the 
mean Time l viſit the Claſſes, I have ſettled Stewards and 
* Viſitors, —a Viſitor of eight Counties, I think to move 
et hence and viſit the Churches in Miliſbire. OT 

Obſervations, Pag. 20, 21, 22. 
NUMBER V. 

Atbeiſtical DocrRINx ES and PRoposrITIONS tending to 
deſtroy the _ Attributes of Gop, and ruin his Character 
as JUDGE of the World: Being directly contradictory to our 
SA vIOUR's Declaration, that he will reward every Man atcord- 
ing to his Works,. and quite deſtructive to the Moraliy, and 
therefore, to the well-being of a State. 
he perſuaded that there is no clogging Qualification, 
© no Worth to be poſſeſſed, no Dur te be performed, in 
4 Order to your full Participation of Chriſt and his Riches : 
« Only believe, and they are all your own: Not by leg: 
« JYorks, and laborious perquiſites.“ Theron and Aſpaſio. 
Vol. 3. Dial. 16—Pag. 29, one would think by this, that 
it is juſt the ſame, whether we do right or wrong No ſay 
'THEy if you attempt to do right, you do very wrong. 

« He who attempts to do any Thing eaſy or difficult, 
* under the Notion of an Act of believing, or any other 
« Act, in Order to his 3 with God, only heaps 
« up more Wrath againſt himſelf,“ —And again, 

The whole New Teſtament ſpeaks aloud, that as to 
e the Matter of Acceptance with God, there is no Difference 
« between one Man and another: No Difference betwixt 
« the moſt accompliſhed Gentleman, and the moſt infamous 
& Scoundre! :---No Difference betwixt the moſt virtuous 
& Lady, and the vileſt Proſtitute :--- No Difference betwixt 
& the moſt Reverend Judge, and the moſt odious Criminal 
++ ſtanding convicted before him, and receiving the — 

| „den- 


from the Writings of the Methodiſts. 3 % 
cc Sentence of Death at his Mouth :---In a Word, no Dif- 
tc ference betwixt the moſt fervent Devotee, and the 


c greateſt Ringleader in Profaneneſs and Exceſs.” A plain 
Account of Faith, &c. | 


NUMBER VI. 


| Abuſe of the Clergy in general and of the great LicHTs 
of the Church in particular. | 


« Mr. Whitfield (Journal IV. Pag. 38.) addreſſing him- 
felf to his Brother Teachers, and ſpeaking of the eſtabliſhed 
Clergy, defires that they would not ſuffer the „ Sheep to 
bebe as though they had no Shepherd, or worſe than none, 
©. thoſe blind Leaders of the Blind” I believe there are 
few Clergymen, but what have better Eyes than he, — 
But however he ſays Pag. 32. This Afternoon I was 
« carried out much in my Teſtimony againſt the unchriſtian 
Principles and Practices of the —— of our Clergy” 
I hope our Principles are better than thoſe in the foregoing 
Number, for if ſuch be true—It is no Manner of Concern, 
what may be our Practice, or theirs either. 


Abuſe of the great LicaTs of the Church. 


Mr. Whitfield's Journal Pag. 19. It cannot be expreſſed 
how many carnal Hearts were diſturbed by my Teſtimony 
againſt Archbiſhop Tillotſon.—But before I have done, [ 
do not defpair of ſeeing People bring his Works, as they 
-once brought the Books of curious Arts, and burn them be- 
fore all Men. —Journal VII. Pag. 2. The Man's Wife was 
a great Admirer of Archbiſhop Tillotſan, but having her 
Eyes now opened to diſcern Spiritual Things, can no longer 
take up with ſuch Huſks, fic only for carnal, unawakened, 
unbelieving Reaſoners, to eat. | 

After having laid down his own Scheme he adds, this 
the Author of the whole Duty of Man, was wholly ignorant 
of; otherwiſe he would not have laid ſuch a Foundation— 
There is no Hopes of bringing People to a right Knowledge 
of the Goſpel, till their favourite, though erroneous Authors 
are diſcountcnancegy and laid aſide, Hhitfield's Letter from 
new Brunſwick, See Obſervations, Pag. 11, 12, 13. 


| NUMBER VII. 

A Specimen of the REL1G10Us-AMOROUs, or melting and 
rapturous Expreſſions. Mr. I hitfield aſks the I omen, how 
they feel themſolves when their Lovers approach them See 

1 
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Londen Mag. for 1739. Their Diſciples are not only 
* Lambs but Lambs gor, dear precious. Lambs 
4c poor little Lambs, ſweet L. mbs, O what a ſweet Love- 
« feaſt we had laſt Vedneſday-night] a ſweet Love feaſt, 
ce the Holy Ghoſt came down with ſuch Power, that the 
c dear Lambs could ſcarce contain themſelves.—a choice 
& Love-feaft—a precious Love · feaſt.—I fend you a thoufard 
« Kiſſes.” —Pity ! that ſuch an inſpired ArosTLE ſhould 
prove ſo extravagantly fooliſb and ridiculous, 

He ſends his wanton Lambs a thouſand K iſſes: 
Pray! to the Mafters?—Sir, or to the Miss? 
5 NUMBER VIII. 


IMAGINATION of ſome GREAT Work, of which God 
makes them the Inſtruments. 
Mr. Neſiey (Journal II. pag. 39) ſpeaking of the Con- 
verſation he had with ſome Adoravians in adds» 
<« The reſt of the Day we ſpent with all the Brethren and 
« Siſters, in hearing the wonderful Wort which God: is be- 
e ginning to work all over the Earth.—And to the fame 
Effect Mr. JYhitfield (Journal III. p. 107.) Nothing con- 
firms me more in my Opinion, that God intends to wart 4 
great Wark upon the Earth, than to find how his Children of 
all Denominations every where wreſtle in Prayer for Me. 
To the ſame Purpoſe are the Declarations in the Letters. 
I believe that God hath a great Work to do on the Earth, 
No. 1. Vol. 3. pag. 30. 
I believe, our Lord is going to do a great Neri indeed, 
No. Vol. 2. pag. 49. | 
Jam ſure God is going to do great Things among us. 
NUMBER IX. | 
An Account of the pretended extraordinary Deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt upon Mr. #hufield, and his Aﬀembly. 
Pag. 72. I was much carried out; I ſelt the Power of 
God come upon me, and I ſpoke with Demanſtration © 
the Spirit to the Hearer's Souls. | 
Journal VI. Pag. 23. Before I had done, the Power 
of the Lord came upon the Congregation, the Holy Ghoſt 
overſhadowed them, and a gracious melting was viſible in 
moſt that heard. 77 OR 
Pag. 30. Towards the Concluſion of my Diſcourſe, 
God's Spirit came upon the Preacher and the People. | 


N U-M- 
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A Specimen of fome Papers given up in St. Sevioxr's Church, 


ſhewing the Notions of the poor People to correſpond with the deluſiys 
Arrifices of their Leaders, expoſed in the NVunzxs aforegoing. 
The Grammer, and Spelling are juſt as they came, from theſe wiſe 
Chiliris of Gop. 

Sir, The Prayers of this Congregation (and yours in particular) 

is defired for ſeveral notorious Sinners and eſpecially for one here 
reſent (who has been partly ewakened by the late hing of the 

ſirens Mr. Jene,) that the Lord would be 

the State and Condition of his Soul, 

The Prayers of this Congregation is Defired for a Man 
who haveing been made ſenſible of his Sins t N an 
Intereſt in Chriſt which God haveing not thought fit to Give him, 
be bas falling like the Sow to his Vomit and like the Dog that was 
waſhed to Willow in the Mire. 

Prays is Earneſtly Defird for a woman who In Providence is Call 
from the word and into a car Family that the Lord would be 
Pieasd to keep her near to himfeif from the Power of Temtation 


and give her Zeal for his Glory. | 
Prem are dried fra tow Wiow theat the Lord jeſus wold be ther 
Syeritul husband. 


The prayers of this Congregation is defired for a parſon that 
daſires 1 know hor Irtreſi In the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Prayers are defired for A Backſlider diſtreſſed in Soul that 
ted for Chriſt sake would once more to reftore her. 
" Your prayers ure deſire by a wooman that ſhe may never reast 
ill ſhe reast in christ. 

Prayers is defired for one who hear the word beg that the word 
way come with fewer to his ſoul, 

The Prayers of — . is Defired for a woman that 
God would e himſelf anto her and Show ber the True 
State of ber Seu! und grant that the Reſſidue of her life may be 
Dedicated wholly to his Servis. 

The Prayers of this Co tion is Defir'd for a Young man 
who has taken hold of the Plow but the Devil and his Companions 
warts to tempt him to look Back. | 

The Prayers of this Congregation is Defir'd for a Young man 
who the Devill is very Buſy with. 

The prayers of this Congregations is defired for a grate Sinner 
that Wonts to Repeat but cannot beg the prayers of all good chriſtian 
that it may pleas the all almighty for to tack a way her hart of 
Stone aud give her a bart of flech. | 


Your prayers are deſire for to old peeple that know nothin of god 


The Prayers of the Congregation are deſired for a Woman un- 
der a deep Senſe of Guilt and Sin that Lord Jeſus would be pleaſed 
to a himſeli to her, Quere, What is here meant by — ? 

ir 
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. Sra young man who has been a Slave to Sin 25 years and the 
Lord has Lately viſited him and by free. grace has brought him back 
defires to Return thanks for the ſame. . 

Prayers are Deſired for one Who Deſires to know Chriſt Expe- 
rementaly and the Peer of his Reſurrection. | 

For a poor man that is in deet and is greetly deſtreſt by his cre- 
teters that the Lord would be pleasd to ſtop there hands. . 
8 prayers are desierd for one that Cannot pray for hur 
ef. | 

Sir your prayers are defired for thoſe how are a going a 
journey to ſee a dear Relation that it would plaſe = - Brad 
them in there journey and give them an agreeable ſight with hearts 
wneted in bis praiſe for all the Benefits we daely receive. | 

The Prayers of this Congregation is Deſir'd by a Young man 
for the Corverfon of his father Mother and Siſter and having a 
Young Brother he Begs of God that as he Grows in Years ſo be 
may Grow in Grace. 

The prayers of this Conggregation is defired for one that the 
Lord wold be pleaſcd to give her the Spirrit of prayer and Supple- 
cation. 

The Prayers of this Congregation is Deſir'd by a Yaung mu for 
Converting the of his Siſter who was once a follower of Chriſt but 
now follows the World the fleſh and the Devil. 

The Prayers of this Congregation are defired for a Youth who is 
deprived of many Opportunities of hearing the Word, that the Lord 
would be pleaſed to reſtore them unto him again, | | 

One who bumbly defires to know chriſt and the power of his 
reſurreftion, 

; The Reader may ſee by the Papers here publiſhed, that theſe 
poor People reſolve the Whole of Religion into farfied Manires- 
TATIONS, REVELATIONS, ANTICIPATLONS, FEELINGS, or Ex- 
PERIENCES; Which all end in paſſive QuisTIs8M, The only dive 
Part ef their Religion, is what they call hearing the Ward; by 
which they mean the Non/ex/e of ſome impadent Farbufinft; who 
aſſumes Authority to delude the reſt. As to the Practice of PigTrY, 


ſecial DutiEs, and moral VirTUE; it is plain, that they are not ſo 


much as mentioned in their SysTEM, which is here atteſted by 
their own Writing, and delivered in their own Words. 
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